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INTRODUCTION. 


E, who ſubſcribe the enſuing Repreſentation, being fully 
perſuaded that our change of views and conduct, 
with reſpect to ſome particulars therein mentioned, is well 
founded, have preſumed to lay. a fair and genuine account of 
our caſe before the public, with a view” better to inform 
thoſe who ſomehow have miſapprehended the ſame, and to 
correct the groſs: miſrepreſentation which others have given 
thereof: for the lying ſpirit, in whom there is no truth, hath 
exerted himſelf in a very particular manner, by bis lying in- 
ſtruments, in oppoſition to the meaſure which we have ſound 
It our indiſpenſable duty to take. 
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JavESs Sul late miniſter at Newburn, 


and of RoperT FERRIER late miniſter 
at Largo, truly Repreſented and De- 
fended, 8 


EFORE we were put into the miniſtry in the church of 
Scotland, we, as do all others in like circumſtances, 
ſubſcribed the formula of that church, declaring 
thereby, That we believed the whale doctrine of the Weſt- 
minſter Confeſſion of Faith to be the truth of. God, founded 
upon, and agreeable to the word of God; and that the go- 
vernment of the church by kirk: ſeſſions, preſbyteries, pro- 
vincial ſynods, and general aſſemblies, is founded upon, and 
agreeable to that word. Our views at that time were ſuch as 


we judged it our duty fo to ſubſcribe ; but ſince then, we have 


gradually, and eſpecially more lately, received other views of 
that matter: candor, therefore, and honeſty called upon us, 
we thought, to retract our ſaĩd ſubſcriptions, reſign our mini - 
ſterial charge, and renounce the living and benefice thereunto 
annexed ; as, without that ſubſcription, we could not have 
been in connection either with the charge or with the be- 
nefice. 


We can ſincerely ſay, our regard ſor the people, over 


whom we had been appointed overſeers, was ſuch, that moſt 


willingly would we have continued in that office, could we 
8 A have 
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have done it with a good conſcience toward God; yea, fo a- 
verſe were we to a change, or to make a noiſe, that we. conti- 
nned therein rather longer than we had full peace in our own 
minds; We alſo were not fo inſenſible even to temporal intereſt, 

as, for what we accounted a matter of ſmall moment, to 
have renounced ſo convenient and ſo liberal a living as we 
were in poſſeſſion of, without any proſpects as to this world, 

unleſs perhaps the voluntary contribution of a few Chriſtians, 
moſtly in but narrow circumſtances, of whom we never ſought, 
nor have, nor would have accepted any other ſecurity than 
their love to the truth. But the holding a living however 
convenient, however liberal, and by a tenure however ſure, 
at the expenſe of giving up any truth of God, or of profeſſ- 
ing otherwiſe than we think in our hearts, we were and are of 
opinion, would have been in itſelf baſe, and in à particular 
manner diſpleaſing anto him who is the Lord. God of truth, 
Pſal. xxxi. 5. and who deſires truth in the inward parts, Pſal. 
li, 6. We endeavoured therefore to renounce with cheerfulneſs, 
for we dare not reſiſt, but muſt yield when the truth ſtrikes, 
let the conſequences be what they will. 

We ate ready to acknowledge, that the above Confellian of 
Faith appears to ps; as to the moſt part thereof, to be one of 
the beſt human collections or compoſitions that we have ſeen, 
that it contains many moſt precious and important truths; and 
that, in our view, it is moſtly founded upon the word" of 
God: but, according to what knowledge we have now re- 
ceived of that word, we cannot fay that every part of that Con- 
feſſion, or that the whole doctrine thereof, is the truth of 
God: we think zhat rather too much to ſay of any human 
compoſition, conſiſting of ſuch a multiplicity of doctrines as 
doth that Confeſſion. As to our particular exceptions, we 
thiok it could ſerve no good purpoſe to declare them, unleſs 
we at the ſame time attempted to juſtify them in a proper and 
particular manner, which would lead into a very prolix rea- 
ſoning: we have therefore choſen not to enter upon it, at 
leaſt for a time, unleſs it ſhall be found that circumſtances 
make it neceſſary to be more explicit *. 

We are firmly, and we hope invariably, perſuaded, that 
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we word of God, contained in the Old ind New Teſtaments, 
is the only rule to ditect us how we may glorify and enjoy 
him, Pfal. xix. 7. &c.; 2 Tim. iii. 16.; 2 Pet. i. 19.; 
Eph, ii. 20. to ſet it aſide, or to ſubſtitute any other rule 
or directory in its ſtead, or to bring any other upon a 
level with it, would be moſt preſumptnons, and at the ſame 
time moſt dangerons, this being the alone infallible light 
and ſhining in a dark place, he who commits himſelf to the 
guidance of ah. other, muſt wall in darkneſs and loſe his 
Way. 
The Aare of this word is the very higheſt that can be. 
It is his who ſpeaks from heaven by his Son, his well belo- 
ved, Heb. i. 1.; 2 Pet. i. 17. &c. compared with Matth. xvii. 
5, He again ſpeaks to men in theſe laſt days, in a particular 
manner by the writings of his infallibly inſpired Apoſtles, who 
have explained the true religion and prediction of former ages, 
and have delivered faithfully what they received from him, 
This word therefore, maſt be in the ſtrifteſt manner binding: 
it cannot, we think, be ſhewed that a diſpenſing power, as to 
any part of the Apoſtles doctrine, or a powet to alter what 
they have taught and eſtabliſhed, is granted unto any upon 
earth in any age. 'The Tripmure” canon being cloſed, things 
are to ſtand and be obſerved as there ſtated, until Chriſt come, 
Rev. xxii. 18. 19. 20. and that which is the rule of con- 
duct now, will be the rule of judgement at the laſt day, John 
Ali. 58. | 
Such who think, of which ſort we wiſh there may not be 
many, that thè words of Chriſt, at leaſt as to church- or- 
der, and the nature of his kingdom, not of this world, are not 
peremptory, or words ſtrictly binding, but that men are at liber- 
ty to act as themſelves think fit, notwithſtanding of what he 
| bath ſpoken, very conſequentially follow cuſtom, tradition, or 
whatever way is good in their own eyes, or in the eyes of o- 
thers, of whoſe underſtanding and judgement they have con- 
| ceived a preferable opinion. But we being very differently 
minded as to the majeſty and authority of this Speaker, and 
as to the fitneſs, importance, and binding nature of whatever 
he hath ſpoken, find it our indiſpenſable duty to hold faſt every 
part on his good, gracious, faithful, and holy word as we can 
A 2 underſtand 
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underſtand it, "eonf6rmin}; thereto in belief, diſpoſition, and 
| practice, as we can attain through the help of grace, | _ 
Tbis precious word teacheth, among other things, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Word made fleſh, the Head over all things to 
the church, which is his body and fulneſs, and for which, in 
amazing love he gave himſelf, is to have.a church on earth voll 
he come again, Matth. xvi. 18. and xxviii. 20. This church 
is above all other things in this world the object of his regard; 
he walks in the midſt of the golden candleſticks, holding the 


ars in his right hand, Rev. i. 12. 13. 16. 20. and, among 


the many other ways. of ſhewing this. regard, he hath preſcri- 
bed rules for its good government and order, as well knowing 


; - the abſolute neceſſity thereof; which rules, in whatever light 


they may appear unto a certain ſort of men, muſt be the wiſeſt 
and the beſt adapted that was poſſible unto the ends of their 
appointment, namely, the promoting bis religion and ſpiri- 
tual kingdom in the world; and therefore worthy of being 
in the moſt punctual manner obſerved. But ſome, either 
through inattention, not perceiving the preſcribed order, or 
not pleaſed with it when perceived, have taken upon them to 
model the order of Chriſt's houſe: or church; according to 
their own wiſdom and pleaſure ; and in this product of human 


policy, many, either unwilling to take the trouble of a due en- 


quiry and examination, or not duly ſenſible of the importance 
of the matter, do acquleſce. 

Preſbyterians do admit that there is a particular church- go 
vernthent and order ſettled in holy ſcripture, but contend, that 
it is by kirk-ſeſſions, preſbyteries, provincial ſynods, and ge- 
neral aſſemblies, which are commonly called church courts. 


This government and order, after a. more exact inquiry into 


holy ſcripture than we had formerly made, we could not find 
to be taught there; but the more we ſearched, the more clear- 
ly we perceived another manner of order revealed therein: as 
therefore. the attempt we have made to act agreeably to the 
light and views we received upon that head, - hath been the oc- 
caſion of ſome ſpeculation, and at which Lowe have taken no 
ſmall offence, we propoſe to give the more attention thereun- 
to, and to offer ſuch defence of our conduct, as we judge to 
be neceſſary. 


1, We 


E 


1. We could not find in the doctrine of the Apoſtles, who 
fettled ibe order of the New -Teſtament churches, à claſſie 
preſbytery, which is reckoned by ſome the radical court. The 


word preſtytery we indeed found, 1 Tim. iv. 14. this, how- 
ever, in our apprehenſion, was not a claſſis, but ſuch a preſ- 
1 bytery as was ſettled in every particular church or congregations 
4 It is ſaid of Barnabas and Paul, that, in courſe of viſiting cer - 
X taia cities, where, with facets they had before preached the 
goſpel, numbers being brought to the faith of Chriſt, Acts xiv. 
1. 21. they, ver. 23. ordained them elders in every church, 
that is, in every congregation, for ſo the word means, The 
preciſe number of elders is not told, but it is reaſonable to 
think it was in proportion to the number of members in the 
reſpeCtive congregations ; theſe elders were an elderſhip or a 
preſbytery, Which is a word of the very ſame meaning, as is 
well known : Such, therefore, muſt that preſbytery have 
been, 1 Tim. iv. 14. for of no other do we read. But this 
is greatly different from a claſſis, or ſuch a preſbytery as ob- 
tains in the national church, or great ſeceſſions from it, 
which conſiſts of all the preaching elders in all the congrega- 
tions within a certain diſtri, as ſtated members, and a rulingg- 
elder as a moveable member half-yearly choſen and ſent by 
each kirk · ſeſſion, who conſtituting themſelves into a court 
from time to time, do exerciſe juriſdiction, and the whole 
power of diſcipline, over all the cotigregations within that di- 
ſtrict, excluſively of every member of theſe | congregations 
whatſoever : about ſuch. a preſbytery, holy ſcripture appears to 
us to be totally filent ; and we cannot help looking upon it as 
an uſurped power in the houſe of God; and an incroachment 
upon the ſacred rights of Chriſtians, although the generality of 
profeſſing Chriſtians in this land, unacquainted, it would ſeem, 
with ſcriptural Chriſtian rights, or not valuing them, and be- 
ing inured to this yoke from their youth, not only ſubmit, but 
ſhew themſelves mighty fond thereof, and zealous for it. | 
2. We could find no kirk- ſeſſion inſtituted or exemplified 
diſtinet from a congregational preſbytery or eJderſhip : if any 
think they ſee it, they may F alen u 
be very obliging. 
= We could not find any provincul Hinod of e 
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ers exerciſing jutiſdiction over all the preſbyterĩes, kirk-ſefons, 
and congregations, within the province. We 15 aot meet . 
with any veſtige thereof: nor, 
4. Could we find what is called a general aſſeinbly, con- 
Giſtiog wholly of delegates from preſbyteries, royal burroughs, 
and univerſities, mecting under the eye of the King's Commiſ- 
ſioner, who repreſents him; which aſſembly is called and dif- 
ſolved by the King's authority; for, though their profeſſing to 
meet and diſſolve in Chriſt's name is connived at, no buſineſs 
is finiſhed by them as an aſſembly, but in preſence of the com- 
miſſioner, who is alſo conſulted as to the time of their next 
meeting. This is the ſupreme court and top of the ſabordi- 
nation, judging and determining all cauſes from all inferior 
courts, affirming and reverſing the ſentences of theſe courts at 
their pleaſure. * It is the laſt refort, and its ſentences final, 
without any obligation upon them to ſhow, that they are agree- 
able to Holy Scripture, Every member of this court, even he 
who. is choſen but perhaps by a caſting vote in a civil fociety, 
hath a ſhare in the juriſdiction over every miniſter and mem- 
ber of the national church; whoſe cauſe, even when reſpecting 
the moſt important ſpiritual concerns, may- come before the 
court: we could not diſcover ſo much as a ſhadow of ſcripture 
precept or example for fach an aſſembly, and of ſuch e 
and we do think it abſolutely indeſen ſible. 

5. As little could we find in any part of the apoſtolic ſyſ- 
tem of New Teſtament church · conſtitution, either name or 
thing, what is called a church · court, i. e. a number of chureh- 
officers, either in one church and congregation, or belonging 
to more or many churches or congregations, conſtituting them- 


ſelves into a meeting of juriſdiction, chiming and exerciſiog 


the power of diſcipline over that or thoſe congregations, exclu- 
ſively and independently altogether of the members thereof; 
conſequently could not find any fabric of ſach courts, nor any 
inſtance of-reference or appeal from one court to another, not 
any ſhadow of an affirming, reverſing, or nullifying power : 

That order, though it ſeemeth good unto many, and is even 
boaſted of, doth not appear to us to have ſeemed good un 
the Holy Ghoſt ; for the witneſſes, infallibly inſpired by him, 
3 the order of the New. Toſtament church, have 
taught 
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tavght ſomething very different, as we will afterward endeavour 
to.ſhew. Ia the mean time, it is to be remarked, that, upon 
that very principle of excluſive power in thoſe called churchmen, 
of. which many are ſo fond, hath Wo founded all that op- 
preſſion, acted by them in every age, than whom no ſort of 
men have graſped more at power, or more abuſed it. 
= 6, We could not perceive any inſtitution of a church col- 
2 lective, i i. e. à number of viſible churches or congregations in a 
P 7 or kingdom, united in ſame ſuch way together, as to 

be denomipated ue church, as the church of Scotland, Eng- 
land, Holland, &c The firſt Chriſtian churches in every couns 
try or _proyince where they were planted, are in no inſtance 
called the church of that province or country, but always 
churches there; as churches of God, which in Judea, are in Chriſt 
Zeſus, 1 Theſſ. ii. 14.3; fo churches in Aſia, Achaia, Mace» 
donja, Galatia, There never was any national church, that we 
read of in Scripture, but one; to wit, of ancient Iſrael: that 
church form is however diſſolved, and is no more; a new one 
of a different fort, is preſcxibed under the New Teſtament or 
new ſtate of things,. with reſpect to the church of God. Per- 
haps the denommation church-colleftive, or national church, is 
not taken from uniied congregations, but from united church+ 
courts; but af ſuch courts or ſuch union among them we could, 
as bath been noticed, obſerve nothing in Scripturg, as pertain- 
ing to the New Teſtament ſtate. The above being the reſult 
of our inquiry and ſearch, any one may ſee, that we could not 
continue to profeſs, that the government of the church by kirk · 
ſeſſions, preſbyteries, provincial ſynods, and general aſſemblies, 
is founded upon the Word of God: The Weſtminſter aſſem- 
bly itſelf refuſed to fay ſo of it, as did the Long Parliament 


alſo, whoſe adviſers, in things perraining to religion, that af” 
ſembly was *. 


We are ſenſible of what is pled in oppoſition to the hors: 
As, 1 lo ſupport of claſſic preibytery, it is pled, That there 
were more churehes or congregations than one in Jeruſalem, 
in Epheſus, &c. and that the elders of thoſe churches were a 
claſſis or preſbytery. But this is gratis ditum, or an arbitra- 
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of Radavent z for it cannot be hewed, that it is ſo written: 
It would be very ſtrange, if there were fer organxed church- 
es in theſe cities, that they never are in any inſtance fo called; 
but in every inſtaace, church, 7. e. congregation, which is 'the | 
true and more intelligible rendering of he Greek word, fa | 
trauſlated; and that by an kiſtorian, who writes in a plain, dif-. 
tin,” and accurate manner, and who, in all countries of which 
be writes, where there were ſeveral ' churches and congrega- 
tions, invariably calls them churches, and in no inſtance, church, 
Acts ix 31. and Xv. 41 and xvi. 5, After the ſame manner 
doth the Apoſtle Paul write, where bath occaſion to mention 
that matter, 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 19. 2 Car. vill. 1. It apppears 
certain, that, where there were churches, they were fo called, 
and. where there was but obe church, it was ſo called. Theſe 
writers. delivered what was truth and fact. If ſuch freedom 
was to be taken with' Scripture, as theſe interpreters uſe in this 
caſe, it would render the Scripture of very ſmall uſe, The 
hypotheſis of the opponents (for it is no other,) appears con- 
trary to fact; it is founded in the greater number of converts 
in theſe places than, according to the ſoppoſidon, could be or 
meet in one place? But this ſuppoſition is directly contrary to 
the biſtorian's' account of the Chriſtians at Jeruſalem, where 
their number was greateſt, of whom he ſays, Acts ii. 44. (and 
he certainly knew better than do theſe opponents,) they were 
together ': the ſame phraſe is, in ver. 1. rendered in ons 
Place; and, though the word has yp EEK a meaning ſomes» 
what different, but never contrary, yet it will not be denied, 
that this is the moſt common meaning and acceptation thereof, 
Again, all the church are ſid to be with one accord in one place, 
viz. Solomon's porch, chap. v. 11. 12. 13. At the chuſing of 
deacons alſo, chap. vi. it is plain, the diſciples were one body or 
church, were addreſſed as ſuch by the Apoſtles, being con- 
rened bifers them, and called the whole multitude, verl. 5, 
had deacons ſettled among them, without the leaſt hint of 
their being diſtributed among ſeveral congregations or churches. 
It is further to be obſerved, that, when the number of be- 


hevers ſo increaſed, as they could not continue to aſſemble cen - 


veniently in one place, a perſecution diſperſed and ſcattered 
them, which, though not narrated becauſe of the many inter- 
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1 
vening important particulars, which the hiſtorian was directed 
to write until chap. viii. yet it will not be denied, fell out not 
many months after the Pentecoſt effuſion. Now, after the 
diſperfion, we do not read of any extraordinary numbers 
brought unto the faith there : that church lay under many diſ- 
couragetnents from the inveterate hatred of fellow- citizens and 
countrymen, and they were generally of the poorer ſort ; hence 
the poor ſaints at Jeruſalem, Rom. xv. 26. As to the many 
thouſand Chriſtian Jews, mentioned Acts xxi. 20. they had 
aſſembled from many countries to the Jewiſh paſſover, the ob- 
ſervance of the Jewiſh feaſt for a time being permitted unto 

ſeth a greater 
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Apoſtles, for ſeveral years after the effuſion they officiated as 
elders, '1 Pet. v. 1. and they were not all copſtantly at Jeruſa- 
lem: we find Peter paſſing through all quarters, Acts ix. 32. ; 
at Joppa many days, verl. 43. ; at Ceſarea, Acts x. 24+; at 
Antioch, Acts xv. 35.; compared with Gal. ii. 11.; and, 
againſt the time that other elders were ordained, moſt of the 
Apoltles had, in conſequence of their commiſſion, paſſed into 
other countries for ſpreating the everlaſting goſpel. James, 

„ 37 the 
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the Lord's brother, Cephas, and John, appear to have con- 
tinued there longer indeed than others, Gal. i. 18. 19. Gal. 
ii. 9+ ; James alone remained there, Acts xxi. 18. It is eaſy 
to ſee, from the oppoſition made by adverſaries, and from the 
frequent returns of exerciſes of religion and devotion in that 
church, which it is allowed was numerous, there would be 
abundance of work for a conſiderable number of elders, and 
eſpecially as inſtruction then about the grace of the goſpel, 
and new ſtate of things, was moſtly oral, it being ſeveral years 
before any part of the New Teſtament was written, this made 
very much preaching and teaching neceſſary, Acts v. 42. 

2. In ſupport of the doctrine of church - courts, and of the 
excluſive power of churchmen, it is pled, 1. That ſuch a 
court, and of ſuch power, is intended, Matth. xviii. 17. Tell 
it unto the church. But this is a mere aſſertion : it cannot be 
fhewed, that this word is of that meaning in any part of the 
New Teſtament; and it would be very unnatural to under- 
ſtand it here as meaning any other ſociety, than that to which 
the brothers mentioned did belong; out of it the one or two 
were to be taken, but ſatisfaction not being received, the 
church, i. e. the whole body, was to be informed, having all 
of them a concern as to the behaviour of their brethren; and a 
judgement, after hearing the cafe, being given by them, it was 
to be reſted in. There is not a ſingle word about elders on- 
Iy, or their excluſive power, or of carrying the matter from 
court to court: The word brother, uſed by Peter, verl. 21. 
is not to be reſtrifted unto brother apoſtle or elder, unleſs 
none other could be ſuppoſed to fin againſt him, or be intitled 
to forgiveneſs from him, which was far from being the caſe : 
it is certain he uſed that word in a much larger ſenſe, Acts ii. 
29. and in. 17. 2 Pet. i. 10.——2. It is pled, there was 
ſuch a church court at Antioch, and that it was a daſſic preſ- 
bytery, for it laid on hands, Acts xili. 1. 2. 3. But this is 
a ſentiment entirely arbitrary; for 1. There was only one 
church or congregation at Antioch ; it is no where ſaid, that 
there was more than one there ; the prophets and teachers 
therefore could not be a claſſic. preſbytery, as is alledged. 
2, There is not a word of their being conſtitute into a court 
excluſive, or that they acted in a court capacity, The con- 
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| thary is manifeſt ; the Holy Ghoſt made his will known to 


them, when they were engaged in their miniſt. rial work, 
which muſt have been among or to their flock, whoſe miniſters 
they were, verſ. 2. As they miniftred unto the Lord, and faſt- 
ed, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, &c.; that this matter being tranſacted 


vo otherwiſe than, in preſence of the flock or church, their con- 


cern therein might appear. 3. This however was an extraor- 
digary caſe ; the Holy Ghoſt interpoſed therein in an extraordi- 
nary manner; ſo that the ſending forth Barnabas and Saul 
is declared to be done, verſ. 4. not by the prophets or teachers, 
or church, but by him. —1n ordinary caſes, it is certain, the 
members of that church poſſeſſed a right of judging in church- 
matters, along with the elders or prophets among them. It 
was the diſciples there, and not the prophets and teachers only, 
who ſent Barnabas and Saul with the coatribution made there, 
for the relief of the brethren in Judea, when a dearth was 
foretold, Acts xi. 28. 29. 30. It was the brethren, members 
of that church, and not the prophets and teachers only, who 
determined to ſend Paul and Barnabas to Jerufalem about the 
affair of the -Judaizing teachers, Acts xv. 1. 2. 3. &c.; and 
it was to the whole members of that church, that the letter. 
from the Apoſtles, and elders, and brethren, at Jeruſalem, 
was ſent, Acts xv. 22. 23. 24. 30. 31-; fo then there is 
abundant evidence, that the prophets and teachers in that 
church were far from claiming that excluſive power, which 
numbers now, to ſupport an hypotheſis, do aſcribe unto them. 
And in the preſent caſe, it was to the church, and not to the 
prophets and teachers only, for they are no way diſtinguiſhed, 
that the two commiſſioners of the Holy Gheſt, Paul and Bar- 
nabas to wit, made their report, Acts xiv. 26. 27. 

3. The grant of the keys of. the kingdom of heaven is ur- 
ged, but very improperly, in favour of the excluſive power of 
the clergy, Matth. xvi, 19. ; John xx. 23. For that grant 
plaialy appears to have terminated in the Apeſtles. The goſ- 
pel, which was committed unto them to preach, reveals, and 
opens heaven, or brings life and immortality to light... la the 
believing this goſpel, poſſeſſion thereof is obtained, but this 
goſpel not believed, heaven remains ſhut, there is acceſs no 
ether way, Mark xvi. 15. 16. Go ye into all the warld, &c. 
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The profeſſing the faith of this goſpel opens an entrance into 
the viſible kingdom of heaven, or church of Chriſt in this 
world; Acts ii. 4 1. They that gladly received his word were bap- 
Ned, and added. But, without that profeſſ] jon, Holy Scripture 
allows of no admiſſion thereunto, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, —No other gol] pel 
is to bepreached, Gal 1. 8. 9. ; nor is any other diſcipline to 
be introduced inio the church, but what the Apoſtles receiv- 
ed of their divine Vaſter, which they have taught, and which 
they practiſed, as there was occaſion, Acts XX. 28.; 1 Cor. 8 
iv. 17. ; 1 Cor. xi. 2. 34. Elders in no age have autho- 
rity to teach or practiſe any new diſcipline; they have only. 
power to preſide and moderate, or lead in the church- meetings, 
Which is the import of the word tranſlated rule, and which is 
aſcribed unto them, Heb. xiii. 7. 17. 24. : the other word 
ſo tranſlated, 1 Tim. v. 17. is a word of much the like mean- 
ing in the judgement of the moſt ſkilful in that language ; 
their ruling is not certainly of the lordly or maſterly ſort, 
1 Pet. v. 3.; Matth. xxiii. 10, : they are, along with the 
church, to deliver their opinion, in applying the apoſtlic diſ- 
cipline unto the objects thereof; for this power is left with 
the whole church, as will be ſhewed; and when the church 
acts as they have taught, their ſentence is declared by the 
Head of the church to ſtand ratified, Matth. xviii. 18. 
4. The friends of the excluſive power of the clergy do, in 
ſapport thereof, with great confidence bring Acts xvi. 4.: 
but their interpretation of that paſſage would render holy ſcrip- 
ture inconſiſtent with itſelf, which it is never found to be 
when rightly underſtood. It ſhould be attended unto, that, 
in Scripture, a reference unto, or a repetition of an hiſtor ical 
tact, doth not always take in every circumſtance in the origi- 
nal narration, and ſometimes a circumſtance i is added, which 
was formerly omitted: inſtances of theſe ſorts do ond, 
but it is to be noticed, that the fulleſt account is always ſtrict- 
ly true, which, in the preſent caſe, we have in the preceding | 
chapter, to which the hiſtorian refers, and which entirely over- 
throws the gloſs of the opponents. It is plain, his intention 
in this laſt text was to diſtinguiſh the decrees, or to ſhow whar 
decrees were meant; and his mentioning the Apoſtles and el- - 
ders at Jeruſalem terved that purpoſe ſufficiently, without be- 
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ing more explicit. - Sure it could never be intended by 
him to contradift what he had but a very little before 
written. 

III. The application from Antioch to Jeruſalem Acts xv. is 
offered in defence of the ſubordination- ſcheme, and is almoſt 
the only ſcripture that is ſo But it appears a very weak foun- 
dation whereupon to raiſe ſuch a fabric as a kirk ſeſſiun, preſ- 
bytery, provincial ſynod, and gencral aſſembly: For it is 
carefully to be remarked that this was not av application from 
one court to another, an inferior to a iuperior court, and ſo it 
can in no degree anſwer the purpole for which it is brought. 
It was an application from one church unto another, not as 
ſubordinated thereto, but upon a level therewith : it was to 
find out the truth in the openeſt manner, as to a very ſuſpici- 
ous alledgance of thoſe who came down from Jeruſalem, their 
having the authority of the church there, for their teaching 
the neceſſity of keeping the law of Moſes in order to be ſaved : 
and to bring the weight of a judgement of that church' where 
were ſeveral apoſtles, and which Paul and Barnabas knew 
would be obtained, into the ſcale againſt that falſe doctrine, 
which, by the addreſs of its promoters, was like to make im- 
impreſſion. No one will diſpute the propriety of a conſultati- 
on among the churches that are chriſtian in matters of diffi- 
culty, but as. none of them can juſtly claim infallibility, they 
are at liberty, each church, to judge for itlelf, by the one in- 
fallible rule, as to the fitneſs and ſoundneſs of advice or counſel. 
given, It is obvious the application from Antioch was free, 
it was of their own motion, Acts xv. 2. they determined 10 
ſend, &c. The church at Antioch was every way as conſider- 
able as that at Jeruſalem, having apoſtles in it as well as the 
other; was, tis like, as numerous, having this peculiarity, that 
believers in Chriſt there were fiſt called by his name, received 
the new and honourable and diſtinguiſhing appellation, CHRI- 
STIANS: that was allo the firſt church that received believers 
indiſcriminately into it, or of whatever nation, Jews or Get- 
tiles. All the apoſtolic churches appear to have been upon a 
level in point of order, without any ſuperiority taught, yield- 
ed. or claimed, each church or congregation being in an imme- 
diate way in ſubjection unto Jeius Chriſt- as its ſole ſuperior 
and head, eri laws from him only as delivered to them 


by 
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by his apoſtles — The elders of the church of Epheſus were 
not directed by the apoſtle Paul to have recourſe to ſuperior 
courts in the views and times of danger, but unto watchings, . 
and unto Cod and the word of his grace, Acts xx 31, 32. 
Theſe churches in like manner where he and Barnabas ordain- 
ed elders, Acts xiv. 23. were only recommended by them 76 
the Lord in whom they believed, without ſo much as a word 
about ſubjecting them to ſuperiors. The ſeven churches of Aſia 
were required, each church, to reform what was amiſs in it, 
without the leaſt hint concerning church courts or ſubordinati- 
on. In that application to the church at Jeruſalem, the a- 
poſtles and elders are with propriety enough particularly men- 
tioned, as being the moſt eminent and reſpectable members of 
the church, its office-bearers, having the leading or rule 
therein ; and though they might very probably meet by them- 
ſelves beforehand to deliberate about the matters of the church, 
yet that they, excluſively of the church-members, determined in 
this affair laid before them, is expreſsly contrary to what is 
written The members were preſent at the. time of debating 
the cauſe, in which they gave judgement, and it appears there 
were at firſt different ſentiments among them, ver. 5. 7. for 
there was no difference among the apoſtles to cauſe any diſput- 
ing among them. And it is not more clear that the elders 
ſpoke in the cauſe, than that ſome of the multitude or mem- 
bers did fo; their keeping ſilence, ver. 12, at once ſhews they 
were preſent at the debate, and ſeems to imply their previous 
ſpeaking. That they were allowed to join the apoſtles and 
elders in the judgement given, nothing is more clearly reveal- 
ed; ſee ver. 22. 23. 25 27. 28. it is a very ſtrange thing 
to find any one preſuming to call it in queſtion; what can we 
be ſure of as revealed, if this is not? And if the apoſtles 
themielves did allow the members to give a judgement along 
with them even in a matter of ſach importance, it is not eaſy 
to ſee by what authority ordinary elders take upon them to ex- 
- clude every ſoul of them, and graſp all the power into their own 
hands, as if they were ſuperior to the apoſtles themſelves, this 
looks very like a lording it over God's heritage, which is ex- 
preſsly contrary to the commandment, 1 Pet. v. 3. In the ex- 
erciſe however of this arrogated power, the elders of the na- 
tional church are greatly eacouraged by the members, their 
| not 
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not only very tamely giving up that power into their hands, 
which the Head requires his church members to act in their 
own perſons, but they are very angry with theſe who call up- 
on them to claim their right, loving better to follow men im- 
plicitly, though but of like paſſions and weakneſſes w:*h them- 
ſelves. So eaſy a matter is it to keep men in ſpiritual bond- 
age, when they are once brought into it. The judgement 
given by the church at Jeruſalem was binding both upon 
themſelves, and all the other churches to whoſe knowledge it 
came, and is ſtill binding upon the churches, becauſe it ſeem- 
ed good to the Holy Ghoſt, the certain knowledge of which 
they bad ſome how imparted to them ; for extraordinary inti- 
mations from the Holy Ghoſt, were not unuſual in that day. 
But, as was noticed above, this affair cannot juſtly be applied 
unto a ſubordination of church-courts, with which it hath no 
buſineſs at all In a word then, we read of officers both ex- 
traordinary and ordinary, or ſtanding, given to the church by 
its Bleſſed Head ; but of his giving conſiſtories, courts, ſynods, 
and aſſemblies of, them, to rule excluſively, we have not 

read, [t is with all readineſs admitted, that the Preſbyte- 
rial plan is a very well adjuſted plan, diſcovering the great po- 
litic ſagacity of its authors, and notably adapted unto a king- 
dom of this world, where civil rights may be, and are given up 
to lay a foundation for civil government : But it appears to 
us not ſuited unto that ſpiritual kingdom over which Jeſus 
Chriſt doth reign ; which is a free kingdom under its one glo- 
rious King, ſuhjection to whoſe whole government and law, 
is true liberty, is freedom indeed: where the ſacred, the pre- 
cious, the ſpiritual rights are by no means to be given up unto 
any man whatſoever upon the one hand, nor are they to be 


invaded by any man or men upon the other, nor indeed can they 
be ſo with impunity. ' ' * 


We ſhall next mention ſome other things which carried an 
inducement in them to the ſtep we have taken. 

I. The manner of communion in the national church. Ho- 
ly ſcripture moſt expreſsly forbids unequal yoking in church- 
fellowſhip, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye not unequally ycked together 
with unbelicvers, for what part hath he that belicveth with an 

8 unbeliever ? 
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unbelieverꝰ See 1 Cor. v. 7.; 2 Theſſ. in. 6.; Heb. xii, 
15. We found it upon trial quite imprafticable, in connec- 
tion with that church, to pay due regard to theſe and the like 
ſcriptures ; and were therefore inclinable to be diſengaged, 
that we might be at liberty to conform more to what appears 
to us the ſcriptural order with reſpect to church communion), 
which we conſider as of great importance in religion: and that 
we might be under leſs reſtraint in reducing to practice the 
whole inſtituted diſcipline in Chriſt's houſe, in connection 
with ſach as ſhall be found by us to be like minded. 

2. We had not freedom to baptize every child bort withial 
the bounds of eur reſpective pariſhes. The affair of ſponſors 
we could not find authoriſed,” and as it is generally managed, 
we look upon it as a piece of ſolemn mockery. We had only 
freedom to baptize the children of ſuch, who, with fome 
knowledge, profeſſed ſoundneſs in the faith of Chriſt, and 
ſubjection unto him, a willingneſs to walk in all bis plaiti 
commandments, and in all the plain ordinaffces aud inſtitu- 
tions in his houſe, as opportunity and circumſtances did admit. 
But as numbers differed from us upon this head. which intro- 
duced heat and animoſity, it contributed alſo to our being in- 
clined to retire, 

3. We came to think amiational eſtabliſhment' not altogether 
unexceptionabie. 1. We find nothing concerning it taught 
in the New Teſtament, nor was there any ſuch thing for ſeve - 
ral hundred years after the Chriſtian æra began. It is, we 
judge, a human, not a Divine, inſtitution. 2. Although it 
may be thought to have its advantages, and is almoſt univer- 
ſally conſidered as a great privilege; particularly as the mini- 
ſters of the word hays a very reaſonable maintenance ſecured” 
unto them, and the people are relieved from what moſt would 
count a hcavy burden, namely, the communicating ſufficiently 
to the ſupport of their paſtors. This, however, we find, is not 
the proviſion which the New Teſtament points unto and eſta- 
bliſheth, 1 Cor: ix. II.; Gal, vi. 10. from which we were 
led to think, that it was not ſo well fitted for ſerving the 
ends of » Chriſt's religion, elf: it would have been mentioned 
when that ſubject was in the apoſtle's eye. As to what is 
commonly, and with no ſmall aſſurance alledged from Iſa. 
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Aix. 23. and kings ſball be thy nurſing fathers, &c. we ſay, 
the New Teſtament doth not apply it unto that purpoſe for” 
which- it is brought; and we have no other medium but 
the New Teſtament, for underſtanding with any certainty 
what is the true fneaning of Old- Teſtament prophecy deli - 
vered in figurative and emblematical terms, Whatever is 
the preciſe meaning of that text, the New Teſtament eſta- 
bliſhmenit is not to be dropped, that ſo Chriſtians may have 
opportunity of ſhewing their ſubjectioo to the goſpel of 
Chriſt,” in contributing to the ſapport of a goſpel-miniſtry. 
Kings and queens ,and great ones can do no greater favour to 
the church than to profeſs the faith of © Chriſt, and to ſet a 
good example by living up to that profeſſion, and to protect 
and defend Chriſtians, whoſe faith obliges them to be good 
ſubjects, in the poſſeſſion of their civil, but eſpecially of what 
is their natural as well as religious right, that of worſhipping 
and ſerving God according to their conſcience : this would be 
a greater glory than the wearing a corruptible crown, 3. All 
legal or national eſtabliſhments whatſoever, have been made at 
the expenſe of depriving Chriſtians of the. ſpiritual right of a 
free choice of their paſtors or elders. | This right, though of 
very great importance, intimately connected with the great and 
eternal concern is now much given up by thoſe of the national 
church: the zeal of moſt profeſſors, at leaſt in our neigh- 
bourhood, is wholly employed about enjoying claſſic preſs 
bytery, and numerous gatherings, however promiſcuous, to the 
Lord's ſupper, once or twice in the year or ſo: this be- 
ing granted them, they appear well pleaſed, 'thiok themſelves . 
happy, and put up with ſuch doctrine, aud foch other things 
as come to hand; their taſte for the pure goſpel not ap- 
pearing very delicate. Indeed, the right of chuſing their on 
paſtors hath been but very partially contended for at any time 
by thoſe in the eſtabliſhment ; and it muſt be owned, that 
their claim that way is but very weak, who are members of a 
church nationally eſtabliſhed ; memberſhip therein, conſider- 
ing what the law is, implying in it a renouncing the right 
of free election, the privilege hath only been contended for 
in favour of the majority of heads of families, which is no 
ether than attempting to eſtabliſh a patronage ſomewhat ex- 
tended, and is the depriving the much greater number of 
5 C Church - 
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church · members of 3 right equally belonging to them. 4. A 
church legally eſtabliſned is thereby incorporated with, or be- 
comes a member of the ſtate, or a creature of the civil govern- 
ment, conſequently is of this world, apd upon a ſeparate ba- 
ſis from that ſpiritual kingdom which is not of this world. 
The ſentences of the courts of the eſtabliſhed churches are in- 
forced by the coercive power of the ſecular arm, which hath 
oo place in the ſpiritual: kingdom. There is good authority 
for gathering men by the preaching of the goſpel, out of the 
kingdoms of this world, into memberſhip in Chriſt's church 
nd kingdoms ; but it is contrary to the higheſt authority, ta 
make his kingdom or church a kingdom of this world, or to 
manage it according to the manner of ſuch a kingdom. . 
Upon the above, and ſome other accounts, we became wil- 
ling - to. ſtand upon another foeting than a national eſtabliſn- 
ment, although we were abundantly ſenſible that our outward 
proviſion would be very much diminiſhed thereby. But el- 
ders, who are lovers of Chriſt, of truth, and of fouls, will 
accommodate their manner of living to what their flock can 
conveniently affurd, and be as little burdenſome as poſſible ; 
will not expect great things from a ſmall church, eipecially 
hen it is but io narrow autward circumſtances ; the members 
being bow-d only. to give according ta, v bat they have, and 
not according to what they have not · Church members who 
are ſenſible of the importance of the goſpel, and fo love 
- br, will count it, not 4 burden, bat a privilege, to contri- 
bute as they we able to the ſupport of thoſe who faitbfully 
and in purity pteach it, and do the other parts of the elders 
work ; ſor thoſe who do otherwiſe, ate unworthy of being 
ſupported at all. The: outward income of the apoſtles, who 
were unſpeakably more uſeful than ever we can pretend to be, 
vay, of the Head bimfelf,' who in worthineſs infivitely ex- 
cells, appears to have been no other than the voluntary con- 
tributions of thoſe who were not generally of the richer ſort, 
and very poſſibly did not much exceed what us poſſible we 
may receive. With what chearfulneſs then, ſhould we come 
into their fellowſhip, and be as they were in this world? | 
It will perhaps be ſaid, that the rendering elders dependent 
upon the people for . will be a ene 
them 
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them in Anse sees to relax diſeipline. * In churches 
of a different ofder, there might be ſome ground for fo think - 
ing, but when the true order of Chriſt's houſe is followed, 
this danget much evaniſheth ; becauſe, there being an equal diſ- 
tribution of the power of diſcipline throughout the whole 
cChoreh, & leaſt nothing being concluded without its conſent, 
"X -an <cldef, or the ders, will not have it in their power to relax 
= the ſame, although he or they were fo diſpoſed. On the 
other hand, a real evil will be much prevented; elders will not 
ſo readily pour neglect or contempt upon their people, which 
hath in not a few inſtances obtained, when independent & 
them altogether in point of proviſion. | 
The above being our views, it appears clear, we could 
ut in à conſiſtency with having a conſcience / void of of- 
Fence toward God and toward men, retain either our charge or 
living. We accordingly gave ap both. Every generous mind, 
every one, Who hath experienced the feelings and work- 
ings of a tender conſcience, muſt, we preſume, approve. As 
to others, we are no way ſollicitous what they think or fay: 
aur hearts in this matter condemn us nut, you mn 
n Cod, 1 n „ 
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fins Pilate, John xvii 36. 3 7. he afferted his royalty, and 


faid he ways King, but that his kingdom was not of this world. 
We will therefore proceed' very briefly to ſhew, what views we 
Have received, by the revealing Word, of the nature of this his 
kingdom, 20d fomewhar gore largely of the aber of its ex- 
ternal adminiſtration and order ern _ as 7's 
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2 Cor. ili. 17. All thoſe of this kingdom are born water 
and of the ſpirit, John iii. 5. 2. The ſubjects are originally 
of this world, and in a ſtate of rebellion againſt heaven through. 
ſin, but being choſen out of it, for they are a choſen genera- 
tion, 1 Pet. ii. 9. ; they are gathered from among all nations 
of the earth by the word of truth, or goſpel of ſalvation; faith 
cometh, by hearing that word, Rom. x. 15, 16. 17. This 
word, revealing peace by . Jeſus Chriſt, e Word made flaſb, 
revealing God well · pleaſed in him, finds them out; and being 
made to ſhine in their minds, that diſcevery is had of him who 
faves, and of his ſalvation, which gives them peace, ſprinkles 
the heart from an evil conſcience, and brings them into entire 
ſubjection to him alone as their King, 2 Cor iv. 6; Rom. 
v. 1.; 2 Cor. viii. 5. In after-life they, ſhew themſclves to 
be no more of the world, by holding and profeſſing that truth 
which gave them relief and peace at firſt, and gained their 
hearts to God their Saviour; by utterly renouncing all coofi- 
dence in any thing whatever about themſelves, placing all 
their hope in Jeſus Chriſt, and the glorious work of righteouſ- 
neſs finiſhed by him; renouncing alſo the government of all 
other lords, the devil, world, fleſh, luft of the eye, of the fleſb, 7 
and pride of life ; renouncing the dominion of men in matters 4 
of faith and religion, and. cheerfully addreſſing themſelves to | 
the obſervance of the all things whatſcever their righteous, their 
only Saviour and Sovereign, hath commanded. While in this - 
world, they continue. connected with it in civil concerns, - 1 
but, in thoſe that reſpect religious fellowſhip and com- 1 
munion, they are a people that dwell. alane, and are nat rec- Mi 
honed among the nations, Gal. ii, 20.; Phil. iii. 7.; Gal. 
Yi. 17.; Gal. v. 24. ; Numb. xxili. 9.— 3. It is a kingdom 
of grace; the whole conſtitution thereof is a ſcheme of grace, 
glorious grace; divine grace reigns in it through the righteou/- 
neſt which is by Foſus Ghrift, Rom. v. ult. The whole ſub- 
jects thereof hold their all, their great all, of grace, pure, free, 
rich, exceeding rich, and much more abounding grace; all 
ſort of boaſting i is utterly excluded; all glorying is in the Lord 
alone, iu whom they are juſtified. It is of him who is rich 
in mercy, and great in love; and as it is a Kingdom of ſaved 
ones, ſo they are all ſaved, by grace, Eph. ii. 4. &c. Rom. 
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Ti. 24. 3 and v. 20. 21.; and zi. 5. 6; Tit. mi. 5.—4. Ie 
is a kingdom of truth: the ſubjects are begotten by the word 
of truth, James i. 18. born of that -incorruplible ſeed, and 
noutiſned by that ſincere milk, 1 Pet. i. 23.; and ii. 2. 
It is founded upon that truth, which, as à rock, ſupports it, 
Jeſus Chrift is the fon of the living God, Matth. xvi. 16. 18. 5 
the beloved Son in whom be is well pleaſed, and whom he re- 
duires 0 be heard, chap. ,xvii. 3. All the ſubjects bold this 
truth faſt, love it moſt dearly, meditate habitually vpon it, ſpeak 
much of it, - rejoice in and with it, offer their higheſt praiſes 
on the account of it. Tis their very life, they live by it, and 
upon it, could not ſpiritually ſubſiſt or act without it; it dwells 
and abides in them, as may be ſeen throughout the whole 
{cripture-account of it, with reference unto them. This is the 
truth to which he, who is the Truth, bore witneſs unto the 
death, They bear witneſs to the ſame truth, and are diſpoſed 
to ſuffer any thing, rather than let it go, or any part of its con- 
neftion, They who are not of this truth hear not Chriſt's 
voice, John xiii. 37. 3 are not of his ſheep, John x. 27. ; 
and ſo not of his fold or kingdom; but are as really 
of the world, as thoſe of whom Chriſt himſelf ſays, 
Joba viii. 23. Te are of this world, I am not of this 
world, They love one another becanſe of the love of this 
truth, which, taking in its connection, is common to them all. 
It is a kingdom of truth, as it truly and exactly anſwers to 
prophetic accounts of it; for all the prophets ſpake of it, and of 
him who reigns over it. The law of it, which is ſpiritual, 
reaching to heart and conſcience, and is contained in holy 
writ, is itſelf perfectly pure and holy, a true expreſſion of 
the nature of its author; teacheth and eſtabliſheth truth, fim- 
plicity, purity, integrity, juſtice, and uprightneſs, all of which 
have the nature of truth in them; and the ſubjects, having 
this King reigning in their hearts by this law, are a kingdom of 
ſaints or holy ones, a holy nation. The particular viſible com- 
munities are called churches of ſaints, 1 Cor. xiv. 33.3 and 
ſo he hath the name of King of ſaints, all whom he holds in 
his hand; and, in 2, particular manner, the law of love leads, 
and prevails, in this kingdom. Love to their God and King 
is laid deep in every heart, aud ſuch pure fervent love to one 
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as obtains not in any ſociety on earth; ; being inflaenced 


mother, 
by motives, that are entirely peculiar to them, the no- 
bleſt kind, John wi. 35. 39.; 1 Pet. Il. 22.3 1 chap. 
M. iv. v.; 2 John 3 John. 5. It is a kingdom of prieſts 
under the great High Prieſt upon the throne, who offer up, not 
bloody facrifices, as under the law, but a holy priefthood they are 
to: ir up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God by Ich Chriſt, 
1 Pet. fi. 5. 6. Tis a kingdom of tings unto God, who are 
10 reign in life eternally by end, to wit, Jeſus Chriſi, who is 
King of kings, Rom. v. 17. Rev. xvil. 14.; in him they 
are made more than conquerors Mer all their enemies, Rom. 
viii; 37.3; and of their royalty and dignity, they fing to his 
praiſe, who is the author of ir, Rev. i. 5. 6.— But, 7. How- 
ever great the privileges of thoſe of his kingdom are, they are 
taught never to forget what they are in themſelves, to wit, ſin - 
ful, uoworthy and ill-deſerving ; having conſtant cauſe for the 


cd deepeſt humility, ſelf-devial, and felf-adaſemenr; ad that all 


their confidence and rejoicing ſhould be in him, Who, in the 
freeſt, richeſt love, at infinite expenſe, redeomed them unte 
Cad, and hath called them out of darkneſs into his marvellous hght. 
8, The fate of this kingdom in this world is a fuffering 
fare ; the afflictions of the goſpel are univerſally, and in every 
age to be expected by thoſe, who are of the true goſpel of the 
kingdom. | The King and Head himſelf fred when in this 
world, and then entered into his glory, and it is a fexvled point 
in the grand plan, that the members ſhall be conformed unto 
2 Head; and dyinł more or lefs of the cup whereof he drank-; 
but it is alſo a ſettled point, ihat, after ſuffering a while, they 
ſhall then reign in life with him ſor ever, which mult infinitely 
overbalance all that can be ſuffered in this world, and with 
that they arc required in the mean time to comfort theaIves 
'# Thefl. iv. ult. 


Such, in our view, is the nature, or internal conflitition | 
of this kingdom not of this world, in connection with its King 
and Head, upon whom it wholly hangs-and depends. But it 
is about the cxternal/ order and adminiſtration of it, that oo 
troverſy is chiefly: moved. In the forttier view of it, it confiſts 


EEE as- ſubjects thereof, we of ſuch ouly bot in 


this 
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this other view of it, or as it appears In the ſight of mad, te 
includes vi/eble characters as its ſubjects: ſo that ſuch, as with 
true love profeſs ſoundoeſs in the faith of Chriſt, and ſubjection 
to him, are to be received into it, or into the particular com · 
mudnities of which it conſiſts in this world; and, while they 
live up to that profeſſion, or exemplify the ſcriptural evidenee 
of true diſcipleſhip, to the ſatisfaction of the charitable judge» 
ment of Chriſtian brethren, who are in church-fellowſhip, they 
are to be continued, and to enjoy all the privileges of brethren 
in Chriſt-—Our view of this matter follows more n. 


II. G the en of Chrift's Kingdom net of thi wank 


This new and concluding diſpenſation of divine grace, come : 
monly called the New Teftament, and in Eph. i. 10. the 
diſpenſation ef the fulueſi of times, and greatly celebrated in 
the writings of the ancient prephets, is, in diſtinction from the 
| former diſpenſations, in a peculiar manner under Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son, by whom God hath ſpoken in theſe laſt days, by whom 
grace and truth came, and whom he hath ſet upon the /baly 
hill of Sion as ſole King there: in whom the things ſeparated 
by fin, are brought together even in him, the common centre 
of their union; and particujarly Jews aud Geutiles are in bim 
as their head, gathered into one church or body, Eph, en 
23. and ii. 14. 15. 20. 21. ; 

This diſpenſation opened when Jeſus Chriſt eig s 
from the dead, ſat dowu at God's right hand in the. heavens, 
and had all pawer in heaven and earth giver unte him, Mat, 
xxviiic 58. Then he ſent forth his apoſtles into alh the world to 
preach that goſpel, which, a8 it was appointed, ſo was ex» 
cellently fitted for gathering into his kingdom, and into one, 
thoſe who were diſperſed; and is called, the ga/þ«l of the king» 
dem te be preached in all the world, fat a witneſs ta all nati 
ons, Mat. xiv. 14. 

We are not to g back ta the old diſpenſation, or order of 
the Jewiſh church, which is diſſolved, to learn the manner of 
adminiſtration in a ſtate of things which is declared to be new ; 
nor to the manner of thekingdoms of this world, to learn: the 
nature and manner of adminiſtration of a kingdoms whichis nat 
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of "AY world ; which they however having done, who formed 
whether the hierarchical or preſbyterial plan, appear to us not 
to have clearly perceived the true nature of Chriſt's king · 
dom, and the true ſyſtem of its order and admioiſtration, 
which is to be learned only. from the doctrine of the apoſtles; 
and the manner of the churches ſettled by them, who were 
ingly iuſtructed upon that head. 
Not a few are of opinion that the civil magiſtrate hath 2 
power to ſettle whatever order in the New: Teſtament church 
he judgeth beſt accommodated to the peace and intereſt of the 
ſtate ; that certainly is putting abundance of power in his 
hand, to ſay no worſe of it. Others in love with excluſive 
power'in churchmen, or loving riches, or both, have made 
out ſchemes of order, calculated for obtaining thoſe ends; and 
though all ſuch ſchemes bear ſtriking features of a kiogdom of 
this world, of which, however, Chriſt's kingdom is not ; yet 
do all theſe authors attempt to ſupport their reſpective produc- 
tions by ſcripture: but it is eaſy to the impartial ro ſee what 
violent ſtretching of Scripture they are guilty of, to give it ſo 
much as any appearance of ſerving their views. Whereas 
boly Scripture exhibits the true order in lo many manifcſt de- 
ebrations and plain facts. 
It is intended to bring to the readers view, what appears 
to us the order in his houſe, which Jeſus Chriſt the Son over it 
hath inſtituted by the miniſtry of his apoſtles; and to ſhew, as 
we go along, that that order only ought to be followed, and 
that the ſubſtituting any other in its room, is far from being 
innocent, or for the good of his houſe. ©: 
1. It may be obſerved in general, that as the Now and order 
taught and eſtabliſhed by the apoſtles, was perfectly well a. 
dapted unto the nature of that kingdom, which is ſpiritual, 
and net of this world, it interfereth not with the ſtates and 
kingdoms there, and ſo it is not to change with any revolutions 
whatſoever in theſe kingdoms, but to abide unalterable in e- 
very period until he come again. Till then, his churches 
are expreſsly required to obſerve that, and that only which he 
hath commanded his apoſtles to teach, Mat. xxviii. 20. And 
this, among other things, that the members of his church 
are to be good ſubiects under every ſpecles of civil government 
where 
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where they live, and by which they are protected, giving no 
umbrage or ground of ſuſpicion unto the ſame; are to be ſub- 
je to the higher powers, to make prayers ; ſupplications, inter- 
cefſions, and giving of thanks for kings, and ſor all that are in 
authority; are to obey magiſtrates, and to ſubmit to every crdi- 
nance of man for the Lord's ſake, Rom. xiii, 1. Oc. Tit. iii. 1, 
1 Tim. ii. 1. 2. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 13. 

2. The apoſtles having received their commiſſion, and be- 
ing in ay extraordinary degree and manner endued with the 
ſpirit from on high, went forth every where preaching the 
word with boldneſs, with great power, giving witneſs to the 
reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus, Acts iv. 33. the Lord giving 
teſtimony to his word by great grace remaining on .all who 
believed, and by granting ſigns and wonders to be wrought 
by the apoſtles hands, Acts v. 12. The very firſt opening 
of their mouth was accompanied with the converſion, of about 
. 3000 Jews to the faith of Chriſt, notwithſtanding of their 
former deeply rooted prejudice againſt him and his religion, 
They continued for a time preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt un- 
to the Jews only; but after ſome time, the door of faith was 
by expreſs commandment opened unto the Geatiles, upon. 
whom alſo the Holy Ghoſt fell, Acts x. 36. 44. 45; and 
xiv. 27. Glorious and wonderful in that period was the diſ- 
play of ſovereign grace, by means of the goſpel, or word of 
truth and righteouſneſs, in its prevailing over all the united and 
utmoſt ſtretched effort and oppoſition of the inviſible and viſible 
powers of darkneſs, the infernal ſpirits and their viſible agents, 
the mighty of the earth; the learned philoſophers, with all their 
exalted pride of wiſdom and ſciences; the prieſts of all religions, 
finiſhed maſters in cunning and deceit; and the people, ſunk in 
ignorance and ſuperſtition : in its prevailing over worldly in- 
tereſt, honour, pleaſure, caſe; over the carnal mind, and 
powerful {elt-righteous principle. It triumphed over all, 1 Cor. 
ll. 2.; 2 Cor. ii 14. 

3. When, in any particular city and neighbourhood, a num- 
ber of perſons received the word, they were baptized; and as, 
among other good effects the word had, it made them deſirous. 
of walking together in church-fellowſhip, the apoſtles ordained 
elders among them, choſen by themſelves, Acts xiv, 23. and 
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alſo deacons fo choſen, Acts vi. 


E 26 J 


Theſe two are the only or- 
dinary office · bearears, whoſe character is deſcribed in holy ſcrip- 
ture, to direct the churches in the choice of them, and whoſe 


work is particularly aſſigned, that they may know it; ſee- 
1 Tim. ii. 1. &c.; Tit. i. 5.; Acts vi. 3. 6. Such was the 


fimple form of a goſpel church immediately under Jeſus Chriſt 
its ſole Head and Lord, and all in all to it. And ſuch were the 
whole churches ſettled by the apoſtles every where, as it was 
the fame goſpel that they preached, Gal. i. 6.—9g.; 1 Cor. 
iv. 17. and xiv. 23. The elders are fometimes called bi- 


hops, which is the ſame as overſeers, Acts x. compare ver, 


17. with 28. and Tit. i. ver. 5. with 7. Their work 
was to take heed unto, and feed their reſpective flocks, Acts 
xx. 28. They were to be faithful, able, and aft to teach, 


2 Tim. ii. 2.; 1 Tim. ini. 2. were to Fold faft the faithſut 


word taught by the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, Tit. i. 9. were 
to rule, i. e. were to lead, or go before tlie members in 
every thing excellent, and to moderate in church-meetings, 
as the word ſignifies, Heb. xiii. 7. 17. 24. $0 were to be, 
rot Hrds over God's heritage, but enſamples to the flock, 
1 Pet. v. 1. 2. 3. The Deacons were to be men of honeſt 
retort, full of the Holy Ghoſt and of wiſdom, and appointed o- 
ver the ſerving of tables, managing the church's funds, and pur- 
ticularly attending unto the neceffities of the poor, Acts vi. 
3.5. 6, None appear to have been admitted into theſe 
churches, but ſuch as received the word and profeſſed the 
faith in a ſatisfying manner; but when that was done, they 
were baptized, and added; 3000 receiving the word, were bap- 
tized vpon the day of effuſion, and added to the church 
formerly conſiſting of an hundred and twenty. 

4. Theſe churches were gathered out of the world into 
the open and united profeſſion of Chriſt's name and religion, 
folly by the word and hope of the goſpel; they had no en- 
couraging worldly views and proſpects, to move them to em- 
brace and profeſs the faith; worldly power, honour, riches, 
pleaſure, eaſe, were all to be ſacrificed ; it being among the 
frft le ſſons of their religion to deny themfelves, take up the 


croſs, and follow their Lord; whoſe kingdom they were care- 
fully to remember was not of this world; and if they contd. 


not 
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not cheerfully yield and part with the things of this worll. 
for his name, truth, and cauſe ſake, they were declared un- 
avorthy of him; if they could not be ſatisfied with the better 
hope and the unſeen things, it was vain for them to think of 
following him. They were fairly warned of laying their ac- 
count with contradiction, reproach, tribulation, perſecution ; and 
were required to be willing to be as he was, whom the worl( 
hated, perſecuted, and ſpoke all manner of evil againſt. And 
accordingly, as it was their belief and love of the truth and 
the better hope, that brought them together, ſo it was the ſame 
that kept them together, ſupported, and comforted them in all 
their tribulation, and enabled them to endure great fignts of 
affliction, Heb. x. 32. Cc. 

5. Theſe churches, it appears, met, each church by itſelf, 
upon the firſt day of every week, in commemoration of that 
moſt important event the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt the 
Prince of life from the dead, and to obſerve it as a day of 
thankſgiving and holy joy ; that event carrying in. it a moſt 
complete proof of the truth, and goodneſs of his religion, and 
conſequently is a moſt intereſting thing unto all Chriſtians, and 
is worthy of a permanent, joyful remembrance. On the very 
day of the reſurrection, the diſciples being aſſembled, he came 
viſibly into the midſt of them, ſpeaking peace, ſhewing them 
his hands and his feet, giving them joy, renewing their com- 
miſſion, breathing on them the Holy Ghoſt, John xx. 19. to 
23. Being in like manner aſſembled the firſt day of the week. 
following, and Thomas then with them, he again came and 
ſtood in the midſt, ſpeakipg peace, ſatisfying Thomas as to the 
truth of his reſurrection, and drawing from him an explicit 
and ſtrong profeſſion of his faith in him as bis Lord and God, 
John xx. 24.— 29. It is very probable they continued to aſ- 
icmble and he to meet with them every firſt day of, the weck, 
until he aſcended; for all particulars are not recorded, John 
xxi. 2 5, Which, as it encouraged, fo it authoriſed the obſerv- 
ing that day as the Chriſtian Sabbath, and the calling it, in a 
way of diſtinction, the Lord's day, Rev. i. 10. The mecting 
of the members of the church of Troas, and of thoſe at 
Coriath on that day, is ſo repreſented, as plainly ſhews it 10 
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have been their ſtated and conſtant practice; and the way of 
all the churches was the ſame, as hath been ſhewed, 

Upon that diy the churches met. 1. For church or public 
worſhip, by praiſes and prayers unto God, Acts ii. 42. the 
infinite worthineſs of the object having a moſt juſt demand up- 
on them for the former ; their conſtant great need requiring 
ſtrongly the latter; and the new and liying way of approach, 
the commandment to approach, and the promile of the Spirit, 
encouxaging in the higheſt manner unto both. | 

2. On that day the doctrine of the apoſties was taught and 
heard, Acts ii. 42. and xx. 7.; 2 Tim. iv. 2.; and when 
that doctrine was committed to writing, it was read allo in the 


churches unto the holy brethren, who ſtatedly met on that 43 | 


day, Col. iv. 16. and for the reading of which a moſt ſolemn 
charge is given, 1 Theſſ. v. 27. I charge you by the Lord, that 
this epiſtle be read to all the holy brethren ; ſee alſo 1 Tim. iv. 
123. A practice ſtill highly meriting the church's obſervance. 
What can be ſo proper, ſo profitable to hear; as the live- 
ly, the divine, the infallible oracles ; to drink at theſe very 
fountains of truth, or to bear the Holy Ghoſt himſelf 
preach ? For though the ſcripture, now being in every ones 
hand, may be very uſefully read in private, and ought 
indiſpenſably to be much ſo read; yet it is eſpecially pro- 
fitable to read it afrer the whole church hath been joining 
in earneſt prayer unto God, that ſaving inſtruction may be 
ſcaled unto them thereby. 

3. On that day, and it would ſeem upon other occaſions 
alſo, they met for having fellowſhip together in their gifts 
and grace, by brotherly and friendly communication together, 
ſo as they might partake in common of What each poſſeſſed; 
for beſides private converſe betwixt two or three, or a few, 
they appear to have aſſembled as a body for conſidering one 
another, to provoke unto love and good works, and to ex- 
hort and edify one another. It is certain they were ſo requi- 
red, nay, it is likewiſe certain, that they ſo did, Heb. x. 24- 
25.3 1 Thcfl. iv. 18. and v. 11, Even as alſo ye do. And 
{urely us particular Chriſtians have neither grace nor pifts for 
themſelves only, but for the geod of the whole body whereof 
they are members, each member ought to contribute that 

| | | | | which 
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which is in his power for the benefit of the whole, as is the 
caſe in the animated natural body, which exhibits a moſt beau- 
tiful and a moſt inſtructive figure of what ſhould obtain in a 
Chriſtian church, who are faid to be members one of another, 


Rom. xii. 5, ; See 1 Cor. xii, throughout, particularly ver. 


25. 26. 27. and if that love and ſympathy did obtain, which 
Jeſus Chriſt requires among his diſciples, they would find 
themſelves ſtrongly inclined to promote one anothers good and 
benefit in every appoifited way; wonld look upon it not as 
their duty only, but their privilege. And indeed the true way 
to improve both in grace and gifts, is in love to lay out what 
we have for our brethrens good: fo him that thus hath ſhall 
be given, and he ſhall have more abundantly. What good 
reaſon can be aſſigned why a brother, having the gift, may 
not pray in a church-meeting, as well as do it in what is call- 
ed a praying ſociety : or why an intelligent member may 
not, in the church- meeting, give his judgement as to. the 
meaning of a particular ſcripture which is under conſideration, 
as well as do it at a diet of public examination, and in a pray- 
ing ſociety? Ah how unreaſonable often, and how blind, is 
the attachment of many unto cuſtom ! This moſt uſeful 
ſcriptural appointment is not only univerſally neglected in the 
national church, but is by many preſumptuouſly and vehement- 
ly oppoſed, and by ſeme profanely ridiculed. They ſtretch 
their invention for arguments to ſubvert a ſacred a divine inſtitu» 
tion, muſter up ſuch objections as they can, many of them pu- 
erile enough, others apparently invidious : they injuriouſly fi- 
gure a number of bad conſequences, bur falſe, or at leaſt 
might, by due care, be prevented; and are very active in 
playing them off as engines, to diſcourage and intimidate others, 
when it concerns them not a little to examine, if, at the bot- 
tom, it is not a blind attachment to cuſtom, or if it -is not 
the carnality of their minds, ignorance and want of love to 
the truth, and to Chriſtian brethren : and particularly, if it is 
not the abominable pride of their hearts that awakens and 
rouſes their oppoſition ; they not being able to bear the 
thought of being darkened by the ſuperior gifts of others, 
who, perhaps, may be in inferior ſtation and make leſs figure 
ja the world than hey. Self denial is one of the: firſt, 
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moſt neceſſary and uſeful leſſons in Chriſtianity ; but how few 
learn it in any great degree, though, until it is learned, nothing 
can be done aright in religion. But how deteſtable is pride 
and ſelfiſhneſs, it is the bane of every ſociety whatſoever, and 
eſpecially of that which is religious: Do ſuch well to be an- 
gry, and to have their eye evil, becauſe the good and gracious 
Sovereign ſhews his goodneſs and his grace, in ſome inſtances 
liberally beſtowing grace and ſpiritual gifts upon the more mean 
and low claſs of men, and who labour under many worldly 
diſadvantages? May not the Divine Spirit diſtribute what is 
his own to every one ſeverally as he will, without their en- 
vying, murmuring, and reproaching, who, however, do them- 
ſelves deſerve nothing but what is evil? Should not ſuch a 
malevolent ſpirit be effæctually curbed at its firſt appearance? 
How excecdingly unlike is ſuch a ſpirit unto that of Moſes, 
Numb. xi. 29. Envieft thau for my ſake ® Would God that 
all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would 
put his ſpirit upon them. It is not the richeſt and greateſt 
in the world that ſhine moſt in the ſpiritual kingdom, but the 
moſt ſelf denied, and he who is moſt a ſervant unto all the 
Teſt, Matth. xx. 26. 27. and xxill. 11. 12. As every 
member is but imperfe&t, and is liable to tranſgreſs ; if any 
gifted perſon ſhall be found improperly uſing his gift, he is 
ſubject to the correction of the church; but ſurely his having 
a gift and uſing it properly, is a benefit unto the church, 
ought not to move the envy of any, but cauſe thankſgiving un- 
to God by all, The members of the ſocieties of this world 
very prudently meet and concert the carrying on of earthly 
ſchemes, deſigns, and intereſts. Is it wile, is it reaſonable, 
that theſe who profeſs themſelves children of light, and to be 
united in church - fellow ſnip, ſhould never once in all their 
life meet together as a body to confer about what is of infi- 
nitely more conſequence than millions of earths and worlds ? 
Do ſuch indeed believe the importance of the things which are 
eternal? Men ſeem to be afraid of becoming ſpiritual and 
heavenly, ſo much are they occupied in the beloved purſuits 
of this preſent world, and ſo much in love with that dead and 
formal way, which allows them ſuch full ſcope for that purſuit. 
It is argued by ſome, in oppoſition unto all this, that there 
were 
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were extraordinary gifts in the firſt churches, and ſo they who 
had them might exerciſe them publicly; but, as thoſe gifts 
have ceaſed, that practice ought to ceaſe with it. But how 
impertinent is ſuch arguing, and at how much pains are men to 
argue themſelves out of what is obviouſly both their duty and 
intereſt ? Becauſe extraordinary pifts are ceaſed, therefore we 
are not to exercife the ordinary gifts that remain : How wide 
from the point, and how unnatural is that inference? We 
ſurely are not bound fo exercife extraordinary gifts, becauſe 
they are withdrawn, we have them not ; but it is equally ſure, 
that each Chriſtian brother is bound to ſtir up the gift that is 
in him, and uſe it for the ends of its being given him, namely, 
the benefit, the edification, the eſtabliſhing of all his brethren, 
as he hath opportunity, eſpecially when the reaſon of its ex- 
erciſe that way not only ſubſiſts, but increaſeth. Is there not 
the greateſt need for conſidering one another to provoke unto 
hue and good works, when impicty and irreligion abound, and 
love waxes cold and is not? Are not all the means of 
godly edifying, and of ſpirituality and heavenlineſs, neceſſary, 
when the generality are become carnal and earthly to an amaz- 
ing degree? Doth not the love, which brethren ought to 
have for each other, require them to do all in their power for 
helping one another forward in the Chriſtian courſe ? Is it the 
things temporal and ſeen, that ſhould chiefly draw our atten- 
tion, and occupy us, or it is not the things unſeen and eternal ? 
Miraculous and extraordinary gifts were for the ſake of the un- 
believers, and an atteſtation of the truth and goodneſs of the 
Chriſtian faith, and ſo were moſt proper in that age; but 
Chriſtianity having ſo greatly prevailed as it did, they became 
leſs neceſſary, and were gradually withdrawn Yet the ends 
of ordinary gifts ſtil} remaining, they are continued, and moſt 
indubitably ought to be exercifed : and the exerciſe of them 
in the manner holy Writ directs, in adependance on hin, whs 
hath received gifts for men, would remarkably tend to the ac- 
quiring great acquaintance. with holy ſcripture, and with bible- 
religion, which is far preferable to that which is traditional, 
4. Theſe churches were inſtructed to lay by them in ſtore 
on that day, every one as Ged had proſpered him, for the ſup- 
plying the neceſſities of the poor brethren or ſaints, and parti- 


cularly 


1 32 1 | 
cularly of the wid-ws indeed, who were deſolate, that there 
might be none among them that lacked, 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 2.; 
Acts vi. 1.; Acts iv. 34-; 1 Tim. v. 3. 5. 16. They 
were to give, as a matter of bounty, not as of covetouſneſs, not 
grudgingly, or of neceſſity, but "cheerfully, knowing that Cod 
| haves a cheerful giver: and they ſhowed great readineſs, nay 
forwardneſs, of mind thereutito, by which they profeſſed their 
ſubjection unto the goſpel of Chriſt, and ſhewed their labcur ꝙ 
love to God's name, 2 Cor. ix, 1. f. J. 13.3 Heb. vi. 10, 
This was conſidered as a matter of great importance in that firſt. 
period of the Chriſtian churches, in which the Apoſtle Paul 
exerted himſelf in a particular manner; and ſeems, together 
with what is contained in the beginning of the preceding para- 
graph, to be included in the meaning of the ellowſbip, in which 
the church at Jeruſalem continued ſtedfaſtly, as mentioned Acts 
ü. 42. 

5. They came together upon that day for breeding bread in 
remembrance of Chriſt, and for ſnewiog his death in the views 
of his cowing again ; this being the communipn of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, it was the principal end why they, as 
one body, came together, for holding renewed communion 
and fellowſhip, with the Father and the Son, in the 
one great and ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice, there repreſented by 
the one bread. They looked upon this as a moſt ſpe - 
cial part of the duty, which every ſuch day required, 1 Cor. 
x. 16. 17.; and xi. 27.—29.; Acts ii. 42-3 and xx. 7.3 
1 Cor. xi. 18. 20. compared with 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 2.—Tbe 
death and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt are moſt intimately con + 
nected in the ſcheme of our redemption, as in the ſcriptural 
account of them; and are of the greateſt importance unto all 
Chriſtians : they therefore appear to take too much upon them 
by far, who audacioully ſeparate theſe in point of remembrance; 
upon the day which is ſet apart for a joint remembrance 
of them, namely, the firſt day of the week,' when they 
have, or may have, an opportunity of ſo doing, which cer- 
tainly a church hath, when it is for hours met together upon 
that day. The firſt of the week is profeſſedly obſerved among 
- Chriſtians, .in remembrance of Chriſt's reſurrection; but why 

not 1cmember his death alſo upon that day, whereby our cter- 
nal 
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* a 
nal redemption was obtained, ſeeing the commandment to do 
ſo, is even more clear and explicit than is the inſtitution of the 
other, This do in remembrance of me ; and again, This do ye in 
remembrance of me, 1 Cer. Xi. 24. 25. But, (fay many) 
„ ye do remember Chriſt's death on that day, in meditation, 
© reading, hearing, praying, praiſing.” All quite right: 
But why except againſt that particular manner of remembering 
Chrift,' and ſhewing his death, which himſelf hath ſo plainly 
and clearly preſcribed, namely, in partaking as one body of the 
one bread, and of the one cup ? Say they again, ** Chriſt 
© hath not commanded his death to be remembered in that 
% manner every firſt day of the week, and we think the dowg 
© it ſo often, would be the being righteous over much.“ To 
which it is anſwered; he hath not indeed in ſo many words ſo 
required; but nothing can be more manifeſt, we think, than 
that his command, where he hath put no exception himſelf, is 
in the ſtricteſt manner binding upon his churches, when he 
gives them an opportubity in his providence of obſerving it, 
and when it doth not interfere with their lawful and neceffary 
ſecular affairs : and a fair opportunity they have withont that 
interfering, when the members are for hours together, as bath 
been noticed, upon the firſt day of the week. Beſides, it hath 
been ſhewed, that it was a part of the order taught by his 
Apoſtles, who underſtood their Lord's mind, and was exem- 
plified in the churches ſettled by them. But doth ſuch eager- 
neſs to be excuſed from a weekly remembrance of Chriſt's love 
and death, in the manner cemmanded by him, and to invent 
arguments to juſtify the negle& they put upon this endearing 
commandment, really flow from a heart full of the love of him, 
which the heart of every Chriſtian ought to be? or what doth 
it flow from? Do they ſpeak truth before God, who hates 
infinitely all bypocriſy and lying, when, addreſſing him at what 
is called their facramental occaſions, they profeſs ſuch high regards 
for the inſtitution, counting it, as they then expreſs it, an un- 
ſpeakable privilege, to have the opportunity of commemorating 
the love and death of the dear Redeemer ; to hear them then, 
one would think they would rejoice to have ſuch an opportu- 
nity every day; but do their words then proceed from unfeign- 
"ION and Jips, when in fact they reaſon with all their 
' E might 


( 34 1 
mi aht againſt a weekly obſervance, and ſatisfy hank with 
once or twice, or perhaps ſome of them thrice in the year ? 
What is the language of ſuch ungrateful backwardneſs ? Is it 
any great ſign of high value for communion with the moſt 
bleſſed Author, and with Chriſtian brethren in him; or that 
they bave much experienced that communion ? Is there not the 
ſame reaſon for remembering Chriſt in his own appointed man- 
ner, on the next fitſt day of the week, that there was on the laſt, 
and ſo on to the end of life? Nay, does not the reaſon gather 
ſtrength, ſeeing we ought to increaſe in love, and in ſhewing 
it by the moſt exact obedience in every thing. To the neglect. 
put upon Chriſt's precious order and command by many, and 
the looſe and promiſcuous manner of obſervance thereof, that 
almoſt univerſally obtains, is, among other things, owing the 
great want of that true Chriſtian love and charity, which is the 
ond of the commandment. 

5. The right and power of applying the diſcipline was com- 
mitted unto the whole church, and was not reſtrifted unto the 
elders only ; for, though they were to preſide, ' propoſe, and 
moderate; they had not power to determine by themſelves, and 
we find no inſtance of their claiming it. The epiſtles, which 
contained inſtructions with reſpect to diſcipline, as well as doc- 
trine, were ditrcted unto the whole church ; any thing pecu- 
liar to the elder's office is particularly mentioned; and it was 
moſt reaſonable the members ſhould have iatereſt in the matter, 
and be ſatisfied as to who ſhould be admitted into, or continued i 
in communion, conſidering the greatneſs of the love they were 
bound to exerciſe towards thoſe who were admitted; but 
moſt profeſſors of this age appear to have little or no ſenſe of 
obligation in this reſpect; ſee 1 Cor. v. throughout; 2 Cor. 
ü. 7. &c.; 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. 14. 15.; Heb. xii. 15 16.; 
Rev, ii. & iii. chap, : And the reaſon being the ſame, what was 
the right and duty of one church was the right and duty of 
all. The point of diſcipline is of great importance unto the 
churches of Chriſt, and the managing of it aright requires 
much ſpiritual wiſdom and prudence ; much fortitude and zeal, 
much felf-denial and impartiality ; and, if it is not properly 
adminiſtered, the churches would ſuffer exceedingly. The 
Oe LY are therefore moſt carefully to be attended 
10 2 unto, 
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unto, aud, among others, there is Matth. xviii. 1 ö. &c. in a very 
icular manner. When the church'gives a judgement in a par- 
ticular caſe, all pains ſhould be taken to ſhow its agreeableneſs 
to the rule of the word, that the conſciences of thoſe concerned 
may be properly touched, and, if poſſible, may be fatisfied : 
for, if a church proceed not according to the direction of the 
Head, it hath exceeded its powers, and its ſentence is null. 
Every church is to do as ' he bath commanded, and not other- 
wiſe. 

6. Theſe churches, being frequently and ſtrongly required to 
be of one accord and of one mind, appear to have been unani- 
mous in all their particular deciſions, that we remember to have 
read, Acts xi. 29. 30.; Acta xv. 1. 2. 3, 22. ; the ſtruggling 
hard, and ſometimes not very decently, to carry a point, if it 
was bur by a caſting vote, appears not to have been known 
among them, and indeed is not a thing very comely among 
thoſe, "who profeſs to aſſemble, and to act in Chriſt's name 
and in his ſight ; and it can ſcarce be expected, that ſentences, 
ſo carried, can operate any very nc effect upon the con 
ſciences of the concerned, | 

7. There was communion among thoſe churches : each 
church received into ſtated communion the members of other 
churches, when they came to reſide among them, and into 
eccafional communion, when they had buſineſs among them, 
or in their neighbourhood, for a time; and both, upon receiv- 
ing proper credentials from the ehurches whence they came. 
The brethren at Epheſus atteſted Apollos to the churches: of 
Achaia, Acts xviii. 27. The apoſtles, and elders, and whole 
church at Jeruſalem, atteſted the goodneſs of the character of 
Silas and Judas unto the church at Antioch, Acts xv. The 
apoſtle Paul, whoſe teſtimony was equal to that of a church, 
atteſted Phehe of Cenchrea unto the church at Rome, Row, 
Xvi. 1. 2. 

8. Theſe churches were inſtructed, n to their ability, 
to maintain their elders, as well as make proviſion for their poor. 
They who were taught in the word were to communicate un · 
to their teachers in all good things, Gal. vi. 10.; ſee 1 Cor. 
3X, 1.— 14. ; and we read not of any fault found with them, 
as IG deficient in that reſpe&t. The richer churches con- 
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tributed alſo to the ſupport of tbe poorer; and ſo we find 
contributions were made, even by very diſtant ehurchens for 
bees 4” Jeruſalem, Rom. xv. 26. 

9. Holy ſalutation, , expreſſive of mutual affection, and of 
their equality as brethren in Chriſt, appears to have been practiſ- 
ed by theſe churches ; as were other offices, expreſſive of their 
humility and felf-denial, Rom. xvi. 16..; 2 Cor. xii, 12. 
1 Pet. v. 14. &c.; John xiii, 14. 15, ; 1 Tim. v. 10. 

10. It is not improbable, that certain officers, and beſt 
qualified members might occaſianally be commiſſioned from 
ſeveral neighbouring churches, to meet and conſult about wbat 
did or might affect the intereſts of religion and of the 
churches, yet we do not read any thing particular upon that 


head; and nothing at all of ſuch conjunct meetings their claim · 


ing or exerciſing any juriſdiction. or authority whatſoever over 
the ſeveral churches. 

11. One or more e from one church, viſiiog ano- 
ther church, to know its ſtate, and if proſpering, and to give 
advice if aſked, or if needful, while no authority was claimed, 
was, it is very like, practiſed, and it cannot be juſtly objected 
unto, in any period of the churches. Love to the truth and 
brotherly love require it, | 


eg the W we are fully of opinion, the Chriſtian 
churches were in the greateſt perfection in the . apoſtolic age, 
that ever they have attained unto. If any are otherwiſe mind- 


ed, let them point upto the period, wherein they judge they 
were in a more improved ſtate, and let it be compared with 


the account which holy ſcripture gives of theſe churches, which 
were in God the Father and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To talk 
of the then ſtate, of the church, as infantile, in order to give 
a diminutive notion of it, when the churches were ſet in com- 


plete order by the apoſtles, and which order they joyed to be- 


hold, Col. ii. 3. ; and judged it fit to be ſetiled in every 
church, 1 Cor. iv. 37. 1 and xiv, 33.3 when the churghes 
were under the Apoſtolic care and inſpection, when. there was 
a much more liberal communication of the Spirit than ever 


Was experienced, and when a model was intended for all the 


Hhurches in after ages, is certainly filly and unworthy of bav- 
bragd: ts | ing 


E 


ing aoy anſwer made unto it, In one ſenſe the apoſtolic church 
Pate might be called infantile, being only recently ſet up: but 
the caſe there was not as among men, who generally cannot 
bring their productions to perfection at once, but one improves 
upon another ſo that ſomethiog more perſect comes out at 
length. The Author of the apoſtolic ſyſtem of order is eonſum 
mately wiſe in heart, and poſſeſſed of all the treafures. of wiſdm 
and knowledge, every whoſe production and appointment is per- 
fectly fitted unto its end, cannot be improved by men, though 
they may be, and are, improved by is The churches then 
were not perfect in evety reſpect under the ioftituted perfect 
order, ſinleſs per ſection being reſerved far an after · ſtate; yet 
the apoſtles, who do not conceal their imperfections and faults, 
do in other reſpects ſay ſuch glorious things of them, as no 
churches ſince can, in equal degree, pretend unto, as will appear 
to the careful enquirer, -who makes the compariſon. And indeed 
{omething grand and extraordinary was to be expected in the 
churches, in honour ef the Head, as having then fo lately fat dawn 
at the right hand of God. Certain it is, religion proſpered more 
under that particular order and ſorm, thau it hath done in any 
inſtances where it hath been departed from, which-econſequently 
ſhews the fitneſs of continuing that order in the churches in 
every age, Men, in departing from it, and in ſetiliag 
zuy other in its room, do appear ta invade his preroga- 
tive, who is the wiſe and gracious King and Head, and 
are far from doing any ſervice to religion. ——As we aro 
fully perſuaded, - that the form and order of the churches; 
which the apoſtles received from the Head, is the beſt adapted 
| that could be to the nature of his ſpiritual kidgdom, and the 
promoting his religion: and as we are equally perſuaded,” that 
it was intended, and ought to be conſidered as a patteru os 
model unto, all the following Cbriſtian churches, and that ta 
rules and directions, preſcribed by the apoſtles, are binding and 
ought to be obſerved ipvariably, uotil he come, and cannot, 
withaut ſin and danger, be departed from, Matth. xxviii 20. 
Teaching them to ohſerus all things whatſcever I have ' command: 
ed ya: and h I am with you atvay even unto the: au of 'the 
world.: Amen, We think ourſelves ſtrictly bound, - gponracely 
ind exadtly ta follow that model, and obſerve theſb rules ag wo 
0 can 
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can | perceive! and underſtand the ſame, in preference greatly 
unto all the appointments and ſchemes of human policy what- 
ſoever. A conſciouſneſs of following that, and that only, 
vhich Chriſt hath commanded, affords ſuch peace of mind as 
cannot paſſibly be enjoyed by thoſe who act differently. 
But various things are objected unto the above form and 
order of the New · Teſtament church, and adminiſtration of the 
kingdom not of this world. To which it might be ſufficient to 
anſwer, That if it is ſcriptural, if it is the inftitution of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as we preſume hath been ſhewed, all objections to it 
whatever muſt be groundleſs. We ſhall however offer a more 
particular/anſwer unto ſuch of them as are counted of molt 
weight, ey mr. _ are moved, d oda. 


bY 1 . miviſtry- 4 Abende beseflry unto the 
church. 3 but, according to the above order, an GOO mi- 
_ mult inevitably be introduced. 

Anſw. I. As the churches of the above ue are by ſet- 
tled principles bound to maintain their elders or miniſters, why 
may they not find perſons. of hiberal education willing to mini- 
ſter unto them in holy things, as well as do others who are 
not of the legal eſtabliſhment ? Such eſtabliſhment is not eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to the well-being of the church, it was long 
before there was any ſuch thing, and yet ſuch a miniſtfy was 
preſerved, as under it religion flouriſhed: as much at leaſt, as it 


bath done fince. To this it will probably be replied, the: way 


of other diſſenters being more popular, the greatneſs of their 
number makes the burden eaſy to individuals, fo that they can 
afford a pretty liberal encouragement, and conſequently find 
more [readily perſons of education, diſpoſed to come into the 


miniſtry among them. it is anſwered, That they who are 
| lovers of the truth, as knowing its biph value, which mem- 


bers of theſe churches muſt ſhew chemſelves to be, elle can- 
not be members at all, took upon the ſupport of the goſpel; 
not as a burden, but a privilege; will therefore work dilt- 
gently. with their hands if needful ; vill retrench unneceſſary 
charges as to other things; ſave what others lay out upon un- 
worthy gratifications, that they may have to give for that 
ſupport, 6— . ated church. The Spirit 
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tun lives who ruled in the hearts of the faints at Philippi, who 
miniſtred ſo fully and ſo largely unto the Apoſtle Paul's neceſſi- 
ties, Phil. iv- 1 0. 14, 15- 16. 18. and is promiſed to abide 
with, and work in and upon the churches, But, 

2. What fort of learning is it that is fo very requiſite for 
the work of the miniſtry ? Is it the wiſdom of this world, 
which is fooliſhneſs with God? ls it philoſophy and ſcience 
_ ſo called? Is it the knowledge of the fine and polite 
arts? ls great acquaintance with theſe and ſuch like the qua- 
lifications which the facred and infallible directory requires in 
an elder or overſeer ? Upon inſpection it will be ſound to be 
much otherwiſe, 1 Tim. iii. 1.-&c. ; Tit. i. 5. Oc. Aptneſs 
to teach is indeed one requiſite.: but what is he to teach? 
Is it not what the Apoſtles taught and preached ? 2 Tim. ii. 2, 
The things which thou haſt heard of me among many witneſſes, 
the ſame commit thou to faithful men able to teach others, What 
was it that the - Apoſtles taught and preached ? was it not the 
the goſpel ?, was it not Chriſt | crucified ? We preach Chrift 
crucified, 1 Cor. i. 23. which was to the ſelf-righteous Jews 
a flumbling block, and to the Greeks, the men of learning, ſooliſh« 
neſs. Was it not the things of the Spirit of God, which are 
fooliſhneſs to the natural men however learned they are, they 
being void of ſpiritual diſcerning ? Did not the Apoſtles mani- 
feſt truth, the Divine truth? 2 Cor. iv. 2. and were not they 
made truly wile to ſalvation who duly received the knowledge 
and love of that truth? This is the true, the ſubſtantial; the 
ſaving knowledge and learning; while the Lord knows the 
thoughts of the: wiſe that they are vain, 1 Cor. iii. 20. And 
ſo our Saviour's account of the New-Teſtament ſcribe” or 
teacher, is not that he is inſtruted into philoſophy and 
ſcience, or what is called human literature, but who is inſtruct 
ed unto the kingdom of heaven, Matth. xiii. 52. bringing 
forth what himielf hath learned from time to time, formerly 
or more lately, concerning that kingdom; for even ſcribes get 
not all their knowledge of that kingdom at once, but by de- 
grees, as did the apoſtles themſelves, who, however, were 
{cribes molt notably inſtructed unto that kingdom, Acts xxvi, 


16. ; John xvi. 12.; Acts x. 34. Human literature is of 
wee uſe when. regulated by piety towards God, faith to- 


ward 
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* 1 
ward our Lord Jefas Chriſt, and real benevolence and love tb 
mankind ; but however much admired, applauded, and con- 
tended for, and however great it is, if there is no more, it 
turns out to be hurtful inſtead of being beneficial, rendering 
more capable of ſetting off error with advantage. It is alſo 
a very difficult buſineſs for thoſe who have it, not to truſt in 
it, its native effect is to puff up and fwell with pride and ſelf · 
ſufficiency, than which there can be nothing more diſqualifying 
for promoting a ſelf-denying religion. Certain it is, that 
however much philoſophy and human learning may have ſerved 


| other ends in life; yet ſince it hath become fo much the object 
of ſtudy to qualify for the pulpit, and hath been ſo much 


mixed into the religions ſyſtem, the fimplicity that is in Chriſt, 
the truth as it is in him, hath ſaffered not a little by it; the 
pure goſpel hath been corrupted and ſpoiled by foreign mixture, 
and rendered unfit for effectuating the noble end originally in- 
tended by it. It is a being divinely taught, a being ſkilful in 
the word of righteouſneſs, the faithful word, and a having 
the gift of utterance, a faculty, in ſome meaſare, of fitly expreſſ - 
ing ſentiment, together with ſome degree of prudence and dif- 
cretion, that truly qualifies for inſtructing, exhorting, and edi · 
fying men in religion; and for topping by ſcripture-argument, 
the mouth of gainſayers. To be a wiſe ſcribe in Chriſt's 
kingdom, one muſt be a learner in Chriſt's ſchool, muſt him · 
ſelf receive the kingdom of heaven as a little chitd, muſt un- 
learn many things and be a fool, that he may be wile in 
that reſpect, to which the literati, the men of learning, the 
ſubtile and acute reaſoners and difpurers, are, many of them, 
in no ſmall degree averſe : they admire their own: wiſdom, the 
wiſdom of words, and deſpiſe the goſpel, which is the wiſ⸗ 
dom of God. Our Lord's chief and moſt ſucceſsful miniſters 
were generally literate, for it is moſt true what is ſaid, 2 Cor. 
i. 27. God hath choſen the fookſb things of the world #6 
confound the wiſe, that no Fleſh ſhould | glory in his preſences 
So unlikely were they to perform the work to which they 
were called, in appearance ſo unequal uuto it, that they ars 


| figured by the children who: joined in the ſong, Hoſame | ts 


the Sen ꝙᷓ David, and to whom the prophetic Pſalm -viii. was 


n by our Lord himſelf, aur ꝙ tue mouth of babes and 
fucklings 
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fuklings thu haſt perpacbed praiſe: Nor did they, after their 


extraordinary illumination, affect any thing like what is call- 
ed polite literature. The only perſon among them of any li- 
beral education, the Apoſtle Paul, declared the teſtimony of 
God, preached the doctrine of the croſs, or Chriſt crucified, 
which, he ſaid, was the only thing he deſired to know among 
the Corinthians, 1 Cor ii. 1. 2. not in a way of laboured 
language was this ſpeech or preaching, or, as be calls it, 
excellency of ſpeech, and enticing words of man's wiſdom, 
which, whatever other end it may ſerve, is very little fitted 


to touch the conſcience ; but his ſpeech and preaching was in 
dembnfiration of the Spirit and of pawer. Here it will be 


aſked, Is not knowledge of the languages neceſſary in which 
the ſcriptures were originally written? We anſwer, That ſuch 
knowledge of theſe languages as would qualify one for making 
out a more juſt tranſlation than the preſent, would, doubtleſs, 
be greatly beneficial ; but how few of the clergy, or of the el- 
ders of this national church, or indeed of any other, are better 
acquaioted with theſe languages than were the tranſlators ; and 
yet with ſuch clergy they are ſatisfied, the tide of whoſe zeal riſes 
higheſt for a learned miniſtry : and if the clergy know no bet- 
ter than did the tranſlators, they who have a true underſtanding 
of the Engliſh language, are upon a level with them. We are 
certainly indebted deeply to him who walks in the midſt of the 
golden candleſticks, attending in the moſt careful manner unto 
their true and great intereſts, that we have ſuch a traſlation, 
and the promiſe of the Spirit to guide into all truth, or into the 
meaning of the words of the book, ſo as to have the heart 
properly affected thereby. The frſt rate ſkilful in the original 
languages, admit our traoſlation to be good, though not ſo 
perfect but ſome particular words and ſentences might have 
been more fitly rendered. The Apoſtles made uſe of ſuch a 
tranſlation of the Old Teſtament as was then commonly uſed, 
although there were ſome inaccuracies in the rendering. The 


peculiarity of phraſe. or idiom in every language. is ſuch, 
that, without a miracle, there could not be a tranſlation of 
any language abſolutely perfect; nor is ſuch perfection abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, as the import of the thing intended, may be 
ſuſficientiy underſtood without it. The preſent tranſlation re- 
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preſents truth and holineſs in a glorious light, and exhibits a 
ſcheme of doctrine and religion, altogether worthy of its Di- 
vine Author; fo that in conforming therennto, there is aſſur- 
ed ſafety. One therefore who is well acquainted with holy 
ſcripture, as we have it tranſlated, and is capable of comparing 
and applying truth and directions as they ſtand there, being a 
man of piety, prudence, ſelf-denial, and of dependence upon Di- 
vine grace, or who hath the ſcripture - requiſites above pointed 
unto, is well qualified for being an elder, although he never 
had the opportunity of an univerſity- education. But we ad- 
mit, that the introdacing one into 'the elderſhip who is a 
novice, raw, unexperienced and imprudent, who hath not 
good acquaintance with the holy ſcripture and word of righ - 
teouſneſs, or goſpel, who ſhews not a pious and ſelf- denied 
diſpoſition, and ſoundneſs in the faith, and who hatl not in 
ſome meaſure the gift of utterance and elocution, would be 
moſt unaccountable, and greatly - condemnable. We muſt 
however add, that, without entering into any debate about 
the propriety of teaching divinity as formed into a ſyſtem by 
men, and as it is commonly taught in univerſities, we are come 
to be humbly of the opinion, - that a Chriſtian charch properly 
formed, or according to the New- Teſtament plan, where the 
inſtructions of the Head are exemplified, is one good ſchool 
wherein to be trained up for the work of the miniſtry, There 
the Bible learning is acquired, that is the ſyſtem which, in- 
{tead of every other, is there ſtudied, To that fountain of 
truth, to that infallible oracle, immediate reſort is had by all in 
a dependance upon the divine enlightening Spirit; to the judge- 
ment there given, every appeal is made; to its deciſion every 
one muſt ſtand, In ſuch a church one hath opportunity of 
receiving all the light that all the charch-members who are 
intitled to ſpeak can give concerning that word, and by means 
of it, There one may improve, not only in point of doc- 
tine, but witneſſing a great variety of church- practice accor · 
ding to the word, with reſpect to diſcipline, may acquire great 
Ncili in the managing and conducting thereof; which is a nota- 
ble and moſt necellary qualification, and of vaſt benefit unto 
the church in the preſent imperfect ſtate thereof: the church 
alio hath good Py of oy well acquajnted with 
he 


11 


the gifts of the brethren ſei ving to direct them in the choice of 
an elder or elders. 


II. That in the above deſcribed order and adminiſtration of 
Chriſt's kingdom, no proviſion is made for preſerving a ſuc- 
ceſſion in the goſpel miniſtry there being no preſbytery to or- 
dain by prayer, faſting, and laying on of hands. We anſwer, 


1. Although there is not a claſſic . preſbytery, yet when a 


church of the above order is completely organized, there is in 
it the only preſbytery known in the New Teſtament, namely 
two or more elders, which are an elderſhip or preſbytery. 

2. Prayer in Chriſt's name is neceſſary and is required to 


accompany every other religious ſervice, and it is in a particu- 


lar manner neceſſary in ſetting apart, unto the miniſterial ot- 
fice, and was uſed by the apoſtles, when hey ordained prci- 
byters or elders in every church, Acts xiv. 23. and with 
great propriety it continues to be uſed. 


3. The reaſon alſo of faſting upon ſuch an occaſion, conti- 


nues to ſubſiſt, and conſequently ought carefully to be oblers- 
ed, But 


4. It is not fo clear, that laying on of hands is of equal 


neceſſity, In the moſt explicit account we have of the, ordi- 
nation of elders, which is Acts xiv. 2. 3. there is indeed men- 
tion made of prayer, with faſting, and of commending unto the 
Lord, but impoſition of hands is not mentioned: And it ap- 
pears now not eaſy to explain what is the preciſe meaning of 
it, ſince the once · accompanying communication of gifts hath 
cealed, that ſo it might be done in faith. It is, we conccive, 
the declared free choice of a church, together with the conſent 
of the perſon choſen, that conſtitutes him their elder, 127 tias 
conſenſus facit, i. e. it is conſent that conſtitutes marriage. 

It is the part of elders to declare the election, and to be 
the mouth of the faſting church in prayer unto Cod for the 

bleſſing and ſucceſs, and to commend unto the Lord who is 
believed in. If ſuch elders as they have freedom to ule, can- 
not be bad by a church or worſhipping ſociety which holds 
the truth, they may proceed in their church meeting to make 
a Choice of ſuch to be elders, as they judge have the ſcripture 
qualifications, and if theſe accept, thc thing is done. Prayer 
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with faſting ougnt to accompany this, and prayer for the 
bleſſing and ſucceſs may be put up by one choſen for the pur- 
poſe, and who hath a public gift thereof; for the Holy Ghoſt 
makes uſe of the inſtrumentality of men only as it can be had; 
and thus will a goſpe] miniftry be continued, while there is a 
church to chuſe it, and ſuch there will be *ti!l Chriſt come. 
If ſuch a proceſs as this, and in ſuch circumſtances, is not 
ſofficient, it will be extremely hard to ſhew that there is any 
one elder or deacon in all the churches called proteſtant. 
An unbroken line of ſucceſſion from the apoftles, conveying 
office-power, is impoſſible to be aſcertained: that unaccount - 
able doctrine, though it hath been contended for by cer- 
tain Romanizing Proteftants, as well as by the church of 
Rome, is now exploded among, and given up by all proteſ- 
tants, unleſs perhaps ſome high fliers of a certain church of 
proteſtant name. It is further to be obſerved that the reform- 
ers had no other ordination than that of the idolatrous church 
of Rome, then arrived at the ſummit of corroption and depra- 
vity, and in which faithful men had ceafed : what ſignified the 
ordination of ſuch a church? What had its idolatrous prelatiſts 
to convey ? And conſequently, what had foch of them as em- 
braced the proteſtant faith to give, that other chriſtians had not ? 
Notwithſtanding of all the noiſe that is made abovt an order 
and line of men extending to this age, their having an excluſive 
power to ordain ; and notwithſtanding of all the zeal expreſſed 
in favour thereof, and weight laid by many upon it, it will 
be hard for them, we judge, to inſtru that right, or to ſhow 
whence it is acquired: long cuſtom hath indced eſtabliſhed it 
upon the matter as a law, but like certain other cuſtoms, it 
properly examined and traced back, will, 'tis preſumed, turti out 
not to be very well founded. If any however, will ſhow that 
ordination by the laying on of the hands of a claflic preſbyrery 
is eſſential unto the geſpel miniſtry, we ſhall pay all due re- 
gard thereunto. 

After all, there is in this order, which we offer to main- 
tain, when complete, a preſbytery, though not of the claſſic 
ſort, to perform ordination, and conſequently the above ob- 
jection made unto it, falls to the ground. 
| . OY III. The 
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III. The above order doth not carry in it any proper anti- 
dote againſt the ſpringing up or coming in of error, nor make 
proviſtor for purging the fame, when the whole church ot ma- 
jor part thereof fall into ir. We anſwer, 

t. Deficiency in that reſpect is leis chargeable againſt that 
plan of order than any other; for as it is the love of truth by 
which the members are gathered into church · fellowſhip, hav- 
ing no external or worldly advantages to move them, and by 
which love they ſtand or are kept together, the firſt departing 
therefrom; in one or mote members, will not readily eſcape 
the notice of thoſe whoſe avowed principle it is to watch over 
atid admoniſh one another, and not to ſuffer fin upon a bro- 
ther: and as the departing from truth is the very unhinging 
of their conſtitution, who are gathered and kept together by 
the believed and loved truth in all its connection, the appoint- 
ed diſcipline is fare to be early applied: And *tis preſumed it 
will be found fact, that erring from truth and from duty is 
more early diſcovered, and more ſeverely animadverted upon 
in churches of the above form than any other, their very con- 
ſtitution leading unto it. 

2. If the whole church err from the truth, then 1. Other 
churches of the like profeſſion and order although they have 
not power or authority over the erring church, yet may rea- 
ſon and expoſtulate with the ſame, may counſel and adviſe, nay 
avght to do ſo: this is founded on that mutual love which 
ſhould be betwixt ſuch churches, a thing for which the church 
of the Theſſalonians is commended, 1 Theſſ. iv. 10. and if 
the error is of the more dangerous kind, and the erring 
church proves obſtinate in holding it, they may and ought to 
rengunee brotherly correſpondence with them, until they for- 
ſake the ſame, and return to the profeſſing and holding of the 
truth; there is the fame reaſon for withdrawing from a church 
as from a brother, when it walks diſorderly and not accord- 
ing to what the apoſtles delivered. —2. As churches of the a- 
bove form profefs immediate ſubjection unto him, as their head, 
lawgiver, judge and king, who bath the ſword with two edges, 
if they therefore depart from their allegiance, by forſaking truth 
and eſpouſing error, they have reaſon to look for ſuch reſenr- 
ment as that wherowith he thremened thoſe of the church of 

Pergamor, 
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Pergamos, who beld the erroneous doctrine of Balaam, and 
thoſe alſo. who held the erroneous doctrine of the Nicolaitans ; 
repent, faith he, Rev. ii. 16, or elſe I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will fight againſt them with the ſuord of my mouth, 
He who walks in the midſt of the candleſticks can correct and 
chaſtiſe in what manner pleaſeth him; can reclaim if he 
ſee meet, Rev. iii. 19. Or he can unchurch them, remove 
the canaleſtic gut ꝙ his place, and ſpue them out. of his mouth, 
if they perſiſt, as he firſt threatened and then executed againſt 
the church of Epheſus, and that of. Laodicea, Rev. ii. 5. and 
ii. 16. Now this they cannot but know, and it muſt be of ſome 
influence to prevent their falling into errors. or of n 
Hon when they ſo fall. But, 

3. Where is that church-order to be 1 upon earth, 
which, is an effectual preſervative againſt error, or which 
infallibly ſecures the purging thereof, when it is fallen in- 
to? The ſubordination- plan cannot lay claim to this: there 
is in that order court above court; there is a laſt reſort called 
a General Aſſembly of office - bearers, though in fact not a 
fourth part of theſe belonging to the church; but is this gene- 


nu a0cmbly itself infallible, and valiable; to error? are the 
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leading members of it, who generally carry their point, always 
men who uafcignedly love the truth, and are valiant for it? Are 
they always men quite unbiaſſed in their conduct ? The hiſtory 
of that court is appealed unto, upon this head. - Doth learning 


or parts, or doth power protect men againſt error, or preſerve 


them upon the ſide of truth? Have not many ſuch given in to 
the groſſeſt error, eſpecially in points of religion? Or, doth 


truth always owe its preſet vation unto numbers? Hath the ex- 
uberance of churchmen in the church of Rome, and its many 


numerous councils, preſerved that church from manifeſt groſs 


errors? Doth not the Coufcſſion of faith of the national church 
& fay, chap. xxv. That the pureſt churches under heaven, are 
ſubje& to mixture and error?” , One may adventure to aſſert, 
that a court of churchmen is as liable to err from truth, and 
ibrovgh the pride of learning, parts and claimed power, as 
much diſpoſed to hold it faſt, as a chriſtian congregation whoſe 
| i particular principle it is, in a dependence upon the grace of the 
Acad, to keep in the cloſeſt manner by that word which is the 
1 nutd, and to check the very firſt departing from it. 


IV. This 


111 


IV. This order is introductive of anarchy, diſorder, and 
confuſion; ſo, ſay the objectors, cannot be of him, who i- 
not the author of confuſion, but 'of peace, requiring all things in 
his houſe to be done decently and in order, 

Anſau. This is a ſtale objection, and much in every adver- 
fary's mouth; it is however a random groundleſs charge, with- 
ont any thing ſolid to ſupport it; churches of that form and or- 
der being far leſs liable to that charge, than are thoſe whoſe 
PO to good order and regularity are very ſtrong. For, 

. They are generally far leſs numerous bodies than other 
*. are, and it is alter to 6 keep a few to order, than a 
great multitude, 

2. Their order is ſimple and plain, and the more that 
any ſyſtem or any thing is ſo, the leſs is it liable to diſorder and 
confuſion, While other churches abound, and alſo glory in 
canons, rules, forms, the product of human wiſdom and po- 
licy, churches of this order have juſt the doctrine of the apoſ- 
tles, and approved order and practice of the firſt churches to 
attend unto,' and by which to govern themſelves, as they can 
underſtand the ſame? This they ſet before them without regard 
to the doctrines and commandments of men, or being influenced 
by any political views and conſiderations whatſoever. Many 
think there is no keeping churches to order, but by the power 
of churchmen, which, however, in its excluſive exerciſe is al» 
ways unwarrantable, is often oppreſſive and tyrannical; and 
hence lovers of power in clergymen entertain a particular diſ- 
like of the congregational form. But they greatly miſapprehend 
the matter. - It is a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, and a being un- 
der the high but endearing authority which he exerts in and 
by his church, that influences the receiving of all his doctrine, 
the ſubmitting to his diſcipline, and the obſerving all that order 
of his houſe, which he hath appointed in his word. The love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth, 2 Cor. v. 14. x 


V. Every one commences preacher. What crude, undi- 
geſted, nay nonſenſical effuſions muſt there be? What pain 
muſt it give any ſenſible perſon to hear the ſame ? 

Anſw. This charge is moſt unfair; it is alſo untrue. On- 
ly a few, two or three or ſo, according to the number of the 

| members, 
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members, are choſen and ſet apart for exerciſing the office of 
elders, whoſe alone it is to preach, and their provinge is not to 
be invaded by any other, and they are to have full time and 
opportunity for diſcharging every part of their office in the 
meetings of the church. But, as the teaching of the Spirit by 
the word, the knowledge of the truth, and even the gift of ut- 
terance, is not confined to elders, but may in ſome inſtances 
be in as high, or even higher degree, in ſome members, 
why may they not expreſs what they know, when the church 
is met for Chriſtian conference and mutual godly edifying, if 
they do it in a decent, regular, and ſelf · denied manner; for 
both what they ſay, and the manner thereof, is under the 
correction of the church, if there is aught amiſs, And, as 
thoſe of a church are expreſsly required to teach, admoniſh, 
exhort, and edify one another, to provoke unto love and good 
works, doing all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 1 Thedl. v. .; 
Heb. x. 24. 25.; Col. fi. 16.; and as this was practiſed 
by the apoſtolic churches, Rom. xv. 14.; 1 Theſſ. v. 11.; 
the divine bleſſing may be aſked and expected thereupon. 
Churches neglecting it, cannot be juſtified, as therein refuſing 
to obſerve ſome important part of what Jeſus Chriſt hath com · 
manded to be done in his houſe for its benefit. The epiſtles, 
containing the commandment in this reſpect, were directed un- 
to the churches, and were binding upon the. whole members, 
where no exception was made. Women were not allowed to 
ſpeak ia a way of teaching in the church, but that implies the 
reſerved right, and required duty, of the men. The. church 
needs the uſe of every beſtowed gift, and the gift of each is to 
be employed for the good of the whole, as being mambers one 
of another, and therefore to be exerciſed. not in private only, 
but when the body or church is aſſembled, Heb. x. 24.25. 


VI. Of whatever rank or ſtation one is, he is ſubjected 
to be judged and cenſured by every filly, mean, and beggarly 
creature in the whole church, which is a thing quite inſuffer - 
able. 
Anfw. This ſhews itſelf to be no other than the fally of a 
proud unhumbled heart, unacquainted with the doctrine and 
genius of Chriſt's religion, and that judges of his kingdom at- 
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ter the manner of the kingdoms of this world, where men are 
regarded according to their rank and property therein, or as 
they are poſſeſſed of the gold ring, James ii. 2. In his king- 
dom not of this world, men are to be regarded according to the 
reſemblance of him which they bear, the regard they ſhew to 
his authority, and love to the truth; and it will be found, 
that thoſe, who ſhine that way, however low their rank and 
circumſtances are in civil life, will draw the eſteem of thoſe 
who are themſelves lovers of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf in. ſincerity. 
Theſe objectors appear to have entirely overlooked or diſre- 
garded what is written, 1 Cor, i. 27. 28.; James ii. 5.; 
Philip. ii, 3. ; and many ſuch like ſcriptures. Jeſus Chriſt 
docs not allow them of his houſe to talk of one another in the 
ſtrain of theſe objectors. Civil honour and reſpect is, by his 
law, carefully to be paid to men according to their rank and 
uſefulneſs in civil life, and the tranſgreſſing thereof is cenſurable 
by the church ; but church-members are to conſider themſelves 
as brethren in Chriſt, are to love at all times as ſuch, not car · 
rying diſdainfully even to the meaneſt in point of rank, but in 
honour preferring one another, the higher cor:de/c mag to men 
of lnw degree, Rom. xii. 10. 16.; thereby ſhowing the power 
of divine truth over them. Chriſtians are required to deny, 
and not to prefer themſelves, but each other. It is certain, 
that ſome in low rank have, in ſpirituals, greatly excelled, and 
have diſcovered as great fitneſs and capacity for judping in that 
reſpect, as thoſe who were much their ſuperiors in civil life. 
And it is particularly to be remembered, that, when a church 
giveth, a judgement, or cenſureth according to the law of its 
Head, it is his authority that is expreſſed, and ſo is to be re- 
carded, [> 

VII. All are rulers; who then are to be ruled? Is not this 
a moſt glaring inconſiſtency ? | 

Anſu. All are ruled; and, when the matter is rightly un- 
derſtood, there is not the leaſt inconſiſtency, No lover of the 
order ſays, that all are rulers in all theſe reſpects that elders 
are, and that there is no diſtinction whatſoever ; but every 
lover of the order will fay, and juſtly, as hath been ſhewed, 
that elders cannot lawfully determine finally iu the matters and 
G diſcipline 
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diſcipline of the church, without the conſent of the church or 
body. Every delinquent, every accuſed perſon, is ſubject to the 
judgement of the whole church; but. as ſoon as he is acquit- 
ted or reſtored, he recovers his right of judging others who 
are accuſed, or who become tranſgrsſſors. In civil life, a 
bench of judges, however numerous, have each a right to 
judge; yet every one of theſe judges is liable to be judged by 
his brethren, if he tranſgreſſeth that law about which they 
have a power of giviag judgment: and juſt ſo is the caſe here 
there is therefore no inconſiſtency, This is a privilege that each 
church-member enjoys of being judged, not by ſubordinate 
courts, which coſts a very troubleſome and expenſive proceſs, 
but by his brethren in Chriſt, who are daily taught to love each 
other as they do their own fovls, and who in the moſt ſolemn 
manner profeſs before God, angels, and men, that they do ſo 
love. This love will not indeed ſaffer ſin to be unreproved 
about a brother ; that would be his loſs, a great diſſervice done 
him; but it will never bring him in guilty, if his innocence ap- 
pears, and it will be always moſt willing to find him innoceut. 


VIII. Severals conſcious it would ſeem of their inability to 
offer any thing of any weight againſt the order, chuſe to put 
on a haughty and ſupercilious air, and think it enough to ſay, 
it will never do.“ This, it muſt be owned, is a very ſhort 
way of reaſoning ; but the authors muſt ſuffer themſelves to be 
told, that ſuch a bold and poſitive aſſertion will not be receiv- 
ed, without ſomething better to ſupport it, than the credit of 
their underſtanding and authority; which is all the auſwer 
that ſuch an argument deſerves. 


The above are moſt of the things we have heard of as ob- 
jetted, But, beſides theſe open objections unto the order in 
debate, it would be good it there was no ground for thinking, 
that oppoſition unto it flows from other ſprings allo than are 
avowed. As 2 | 

1. That ſome are violently againſt it, who know nothing 
to any purpole of the matter, but like thoſe mentioned by the 
apoſtles Peter and Jude, they ſpeak evil of what they do not 
know nor underſtand: and indeed very few, if any at all, of 

the 
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the opponents; in our bounds, fo far as we can learn, appear 
to have any true underſtanding thercof, or ſee this to be the 
preciſe order which is adapted to the promoting of that religion, 
of which Jeſus Chriſt is the Author. 

2. That nat a few are againſt it, poſſibly becauſe they ſee 
others are fo, for whoſe judgement they have a great deference ; 
and which they are ſo complaiſant and obliging as blindly and 
implicitly to follow : to what a ſhocking degree doth this ap- 
pear to prevail ! | 

3. That many are fo attached unto what tradition and a 
contrary cuſtom hath eſtabliſhed, that they are no more mov- 
ed by clear ſcripture offered againſt what they hold upon that 
head, than if one brought a quotation from a romance. Ah! 
how ſtrong, we had almoſt ſaid, how invincible is the power 
of prejudice! Some of thoſe under its influence do things now 
readily or even with forwardneſs, which, had they been pro- 
poſed to them ſome time ago, would have filled them with 
indignation. 

4. Numbers, great numbers, are for a way whers- 
by their carnal things, their earthly property, and out- 
ward eſtate, will be preſerved unto them entire: let come 
of the goſpel] and of poor ſaints what will, it matters 
not to them, being of a very different mind from our Lord 
when he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give. than to receive, Acts 
XX. 35. They are not at all for diminiſhing earthly proper- 
ty, but much ſet upon the increaſe thereof : and indeed the 
views of gain that way wonderfully open ſome peoples eyes, 
and ſerve to eſtabliſh them in that, about which they were ar 
the point of being ſhaken. It is to be feared, that not a few 
are for ſuch manner of religion, as therein a conſiſtency is held 
ſacred betwixt the love of the Father and the love of the world ; 
betwixt the folkwing Chriſt and minding earthly things; betwixt 
the ſerving of God and ſerving of mammen. It they are in- 
dulged as to the latter of theſ: connections, they will not be 
unwilling to pay their reſpects in profeſſion to the fermer. But 
they are ſo far from being reconciled ro Chriſt's doctrine of 
ſelf-denial, and of taking up the croſs, and bearing it after 
him, that they ſhift it with all their might; are perfectly in love 
with worldly caſe and proſperity, to which they make religien only 
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Icſus Chriſt, the Son over the houſe, the King upon the ho- 


11 1 


ſubſervient, inſtead of ſacrificing it to the intereſts of religion; 


bleſs themſelves in the wiſdom and ſagacity of their own con- 


duét, and tacitly, if not openly, laugh at thoſe who, looking 


beyond and above earthly things, decline to follow their ex- 
ample. O how much preciouſneſs do ſome appear to ſee in 
this world! and how little in Chriſt, his truth, his inſtruc- 
tions, and ſtate of glory ! 

5. Many cannot think of being ſubjected to the burden of 
the ſo frequent returns of ſo many ſpiritual exercifes as are in- 
cluded in this order. While ſome of them paſs the higheſt 
encomiums upon, and expreſs the greateſt regard for ſpirituali- 
ty and heavenly mindedneſs, and for fellowſhip with the Father 
and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, they are for poſtponing the feel- 
ing and enjoying of it io any great degree, until they come to 
heaven : At preſent having other purſuits on hand, they ap- 
pcar tO think it ſufficient to preſerve ſome decency, by keeping 
up a form of religion, however dead, and flowing from what- 


ever ſprings. 


6. Some appear too lofty to ſubmit to the rigid aiſciplive, 
as they take it to be, of Chriſt's houſe, and are for a way of 
wuch more ſcope and indulgence. 

But while the adverſaries of the order, whether openly or 
ſecretly, muſter objections againſt it, and, though there is no- 
thiog in any of them, conclude it will near do, and fo ſtand 
off themſclves, and do what they can to diſcourage others, 
we being perſuaded that it is his inſtitution and appointment, 
in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and: knowledge, whoſe 
love to his church is great to amazement, who is ſet over it 
to eftabliſh it with judgement and with juſtice, Ia. ix. 7. and 
who is faithful to him that appointed him, Heb. lii. 2, are 


fully farisfied that it will do; that it is the wiſcſt and the beſt, 
and very practicable when followed out in proper dependence 


vpon its Author, who guides by.his counſel, and gives power 
and ſtrength unto his people. We have therefore found ourſelves 
laid under the agreeable neceſſity to attempt, through grace, 
the conforming thereunto in every particular as it ſtands in the 
word, fo far as we have an underſianding of it, and in as far 
as it may be, by that word, made further known unto us. - 45 


ly 


1 


ly hill, perfectly knowing the needs of the houſe, hath taught 
and eſtabliſhed a particular ſtanding order therein; when fo 
high an authority is interpoſed, it ſurely in the neareſt manner 
concerns all to learn and know what that order is: for to ſet 
up one different, or ſubmit thereunto when ſet up, mult be 
greatly diſhonouring, and conſequently greatly diſpleaſing to 
him, and to his Father who appointed him: it muſt alſo be 
dangerous and prejudicial exceedingly to the guilty. There 
are two errors which appear to prevail much in this day, an 
indifference as to whatever church-order is obſerved and fol- 
lowed, counting it a thing ambulatory and variable; on the o- 
ther hand, the ſettif.g up and contending for an order different 
from what Jeſus Chriſt, the righteons, wiſe, and gracious 
Sovereign, hath appointed. They who are truly wiſe will a- 
void both, will ſtudy to know, and then fall in with, that 
only which he hath taught. 

We have the inward ſatisfaction of having been inſtrumen- 
tal through the good hand of the church's Head upon us, in 
giving an opportunity to thoſe of this country-ſide, of ſeeing 
with their own eyes, a church, though ſmall, yet, in our beſt 

judgement, formed perfectly after that plan and model which 
7 Or the Apoſtles of our Lord received from him, and which was 
no- exemplified in the churches which in Judea were in Chriſt Je- 
and fus, in the church of the Theſſalonians which was in Cad 
| the Father, and in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and in all the other 
apoſtolic churches, they being of the very ſame form and or- 
der. What ſome have done to diſcourage this meaſure, and 
to cauſe it miſcarry, we ſhall not particularly ſay, whatever 
knowledge we have got thereof. Their own conſciences, we 
are perſuaded, will, ſooner or later, tell them ronodly of it. 
They are far from being objects of our envy, but much of 
our pity, and for whom we deſire ſincerely and earneſtly to 
pray. 

The attempt we have made, and the conduct thereupon of 
certain profeſſors, of higheſt name and reputation, and who 
are thought to be ſomething, hath given occaſion to our diſ- 
covering how much unacquainted they appear to be with the 
pure truth manifeſted by the Apoſtles, the pure, the unmixed, 
the auncorrupted goſpel, and what ſtrangers they are to the 
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true nature of Chriſt's kiogdom not of this world, and true 
order of his houſe. What happineſs would it be to them to 
be duly ſenſible of their own caſe. May they at length be 
made liberally partakers of that Spirit who guides unto the 
knowledge of the truth, gives true peace, and alſo ſanctiſies by it. 
A ſmall number, yet greater than was once expected, being 
of one accord of -one mind with us, have come into church- 
order together, under the bleſſed head to receive grace, and 
alſo law from him in every thing. We who hereunto ſub- 
ſcribe, can challenge any to ſay, if we have uſed any other 
means of perſuading, than juſt the preaching of that truth, by 
the manifeſting of which the apoſtles coma#-nded themſelves to 
every man's conſcience in the fight of God, 2 Cor. iv. 2. and 
the ſhewing by the ſcripture the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, 
and order of his houſe. We moſt heartily deſpiſe that artifice 
and cunning, that flattery and ſometimes threatening, and all 
theſe arguments from earthly views, which ſome ule to get 
numbers or multitudes on their fide. 

The preceding is a true and genvine account of the ſtate of 
our caſe, the reader is hereby warned to receive no reports 
diſagreeing therewith. And the impartial reader will fee if 
we have given cauſe for that abuſive language in which we 
have been repreſented, and theſe floods of obloquy and re- 
proach which have been poured upon us by thoſe of a certain 
way ; for there are not wanting ſuch as approve of our con- 
duct, although they have not the opportunity of joining with 
us. But it is the approbation of God, and in conſequence 
thereof the approbation of our own conſciences, that we ac- 
count as of true and great importance, in compariſon of which 
all other is nothing. Te him, therefore, who judgeth righ- 
ER zcouſly we commit ourſelves and the cauſe which we have been 
endeavouring to maintain, being perſuaded that it is his. 


JAMES SMITH, 
ROBERT FERRIER. 


A P- 


[ 3s 3 


APPENDIX. 


Ome drcuwſtances, as we think, now rendering it neceſſa- 

ry for us, in ſome meaſure to explain ourſelves as to the 
particulars in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, which we 
cannot ſubſcribe as the truths of God, we ſhall very ſhort- 
ly lay before the public, what we think exceptionable in that 
Confeſſion, and our reaſons for ſo thinking. 

I, Confeſſion, chap. ii. ſection 3. it is aid, The Father 
„ is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding ; the Son is 
*« eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghoſt eternal- 
ly proceeding from the Father and the Son.“ We are 
humbly of the mind, that the incomprehenſible myſteries of 
religion ſhould be expreſſed in ſcripture-language only: Theſe 
myſteries we are bound to believe, becauſe of the authority 
which reveals them ; but we think we are not at liberty to 
ſay more, or in another manner, of them than what is writ- 
ten. The above myſterious ſubje& in particular hath been en- 
larged upon by ſome with a very commendable view, but by 
others with a view very different. We ſtand greatly in awe in 
ſpeaking upon it, and our words ſhall be few. Without en- 
tering into a long diſquiſition as to whether there is a fitneſs in 
words to expreſs, or a fitneſs in human faculties to perceive, 
how the Eternal Three are' in one Jehovah, or are related a- 
mong themſelves in abſtract Deity ; or as to whether the appel- 
lations Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are, or are not .oeco- 
nNomical denominations, bearing a reference to the created, and 
eſpecially the redeemed family. What we find ourſelves dit- 
| ticulted about is to aſſert with the Confeſſion, in this ſection, 

1. That“ The Son is eternally begotten of the Father. 
We believe thathe who is called the Son is Jchovah, is God in 
the higheſt ſenſe of the word, or is the Moſt High God, Jer. 
xXXili, 6. ; John xx 28.; Acts xx. 28. ; Rom. ix. 5. But we 
find e ee at liderty to ſay, that de is eternally begotten; 
this mode of expreſſion i is not ſcriptural, He is indeed ſaid to 


be 


— — 


2980 * - _ 
_ = — if b Sw WS 4 
a —- * . - G - 
1 — M — — -z \ —_—” — 
228 — - & + 44 
7 * 


— — 
3 


— . — - 
. LS 
<4 EY 
* 2 - 
22 „ 
>= = 


FI 
'F 
* 


23 


PT x i 
I Fx ” a= 2%... 
— * 2 N * 2 
— — — — 2 
— 7, ITED 


* 


. Ft; Eos 


„ — 2 — - 
ED WR FF T 
* 1 
- TAE = ZE ut i - - — — ms, 
* * p X i - or 4 4 < - * 2 D mY 
Z, 8 "= pu l 42 * 4 | # 2 7 * 
. r 3 —— — S *. 0 2 
1 2 — — woe - nc? | — 188 3 
2 ' * a : 2 "XZ: Pg ys ”: : e#FUFTI 
* , £ = . by; "4 + a 8 _ . 
- : m : 0 
: C ĩͤ },Þ. a Gt <4 x” RY 


. ——— N 


_R—_— 
— =» 


—_— 
u 
* 


* 


— 
ITO 


——__- = > 2 
S 


888 - = 
D 
ia 2 — 

_ — 


= —_ = 
_ 


- © avec 


> 


WS 3.5.7 
—— 


- . = -> 


-” 
— —— 
— — wy 
"21 


——_ 
» 
* 


330 


2 - -o_— — 
r 
— 


* 1 - wa . - 
= — 28 


of 2 
- F. * 


— 
= 
& 


—_— — — 
r. =_ 72 wy 
" 


— 
„ * 8 &. x 
Fo 23 n= ee £2 - =_ 


E 


be the only begotten Son, ſeveral times in aps, and he 
is ſaid to be the only begotten of the Father, which is cer- 
tainly true in theſe reſpects that holy Writ plainly reveals ; 
but he is never ſaid to be eternally begotten, A begotten 
Jehovah, a begotten Moſt High God appears to us to ſound 
very harſhly, unleſs taken in that ſcnſe wherein God is ſaid to 
purchaſe his church with his own blood, It is not clear to us, 
that to be ſtrictly eternal, and to be begotten by another are 
conſiſtent ; nor are we clear that felf-exiſtence, which muſt be 
eſſential to him whoſe name is Jehovah, is conſiſtent with be- 
ing begotten. We humbly think that either his being begot- 
ten as he is Jehovah or God, or his ſelf-exiſtence muſt be 
yielded; and if he is not ſelf exiſtent, if he is not what he 
ſays he is, the I AM, he muſt have a derived or communicated 
exiſtence, and it is eaſy to ſee in what rank of beings this 
would place him. 

2. Much the like difficulties, which we ſhall not however 
reſume purticularly, do lie in the way of our aſſerting along with 
this ſection, The Holy Ghoſt eternally proceeding from the 
* Father and the Son.” We believe that the Holy Ghoſt is 
alſo God in the higheſt ſenſe of that word, Acts v. 4. We 
find it faid in ſcripture that he proceeds from the Father; but 
do not find it faid, that He proceeds eternally from the Fa- 
ther; nor that he proceeds from the Son. It is indeed 
ſaid, that Jeſus Chriſt ſends Him from the Father, that 
the Father ſends Him in Chriſt's name, as alſo that the Father 
gives him. It does not however appear clear to us, thar the 
terms proceeding, ſending, giving, coming, which are applicd 
to Him, are intended to ſhew the manner of his ſubſiſting ia 
Deity; but that they rather bear a reference unto the part that 
he acts in carrying the plan of redemption into full exccution, 
as appears from the ends of his proceeding, - &c. mentioned 
John xv. 26. ; xiv. 16.; and xvi. 7. 13. 

Such difficultics attend the repreſentation given in this ſec- 


tion of this myſterious ſubject that we find not freedom in 


our own minds to ſtand to our ſubſcription thereof as found- 


ed bpon and agreeable to the word of God. 


II. Confeſſion, chap. xiv. ſect. 2. it is ſaid, © The prin- 
” dpa acts of ſaving faith are accepting, receiving, reſting 
upon 
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upon Chriſt alone for juſtification, ſanct iſication, and eter- 
“ nal life. — But to us it appears, that faith as it is in 
vs (for in ſcripture it often means that which is believed) doth 
pot conſiſt in 3 train of mental aftiogs, as above mention - 
ed, and the like, which are indeed inſeparable effects of faith, 
but are not ſo many ingredients in its preciſe nature. Faith is 
not a complex, but a very ſimple thing; it is that knowledge 
which we get of a truth or fact by means of teſtimony, and 
is called faith on that very account. So faving faith is our 
knowledge or belief of the plan of reconciliation, and of God's 
teſtimony concerning his Son, particularly, that he is well plea» 
ſed in him, having raiſed him from the dead and given 
him glory; which knowledge is the immediate effect of the 
light of God's word of reconciliation ſhining into the mind, 
2 Cor. iv, 6.; Rom. x. 17. Thus belief and knowledge of 
the truth, are of like import, 1 Tim. iv. 3. So When a 
diſcovery is got of Jeſus Chriſt in the light of God's teſtimony, 
and record concerning him, it moſt naturally produceth a re- 
ceiving, reſting, and relying upon him for all ſalvation, as al- 
ſo the love of him and a willing ſubjection to him in every 
thing, But until his fitneſs and his appointment as the Savi- 
our, is fo diſcerned, which is the faith of him, theſe effects 
or conſequences cannot obtain. For certainly the credit or be- 
lief of a truth upon teſtimony, and how we are affected by the 
truth believed, whether we are rendered happy or miſcrable 
thereby, &c. are different things; ſo Pſal. ix. 10. And they 
that know thy name will put their truſt in thee, Plal. Ixxxix. 
15. Bleſſed is the people that know, i. e. believe the Joyful 
ſod, they fhall walt, &c. they ſhall rejoice, &c. 1 Pet. 
i. 8. Believing we rejoice, It is viewing faith in this light 
that we can rightly underſtand theſe and like texts of ſcrip- 
ture, Rom. iii. 28, Rom. iv. 16. 

III. Confeſſion, chap. xxiii. ſect. 3. it is aid, * That 
the civil magiſtrate hath authority, and it bis duty, to take 
order, that unity and peace be preſerved in the church, 
* that the truth be kept pure and entire, that all blaſphemies 
and hereſies be ſuppreſſed, all corruption and abuſes in 
«* worſhip. or diſcipline prevented or reformed, and all the 
« ordinances of God duely ſettled, adminiſtered, and obſer- 
H « ved.” 
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„% ved.” We are quite at a loſs to ſce from ſcripture that 
this is a truth of God, or that the- civil magiſtrate hath any 
ſuch power given him by God, in the kingdom that is not 
of this world. The proof from ſcripture in ſupport of what 
is in the above ſection, appears to us to be wholly inconclu- 
ſive; it is all brought from the Old Teſtament, and not a 
ſingle quotation from the New. Indeed it appears to us 
that there is nothing ja the New. Teſtament which favours 
his having ſuch a power. We are of opinion that the reaſon- 
ing from the powers of the kings and governours in Iſrael, 
who were typical perſons, and under a peculiar diſpenſation, 
to the power of Chriſtian magiſtrates cannot be admitted, 
Whatever may have becn the connection betwixt the church 
of God under the Old Teſtament and the civil powers, as the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation, which was one very peculiar, is 
now over, and ſucceeded by another, a new diſpenſation, un- 
leſs we can fee the ſame, or a ſimilar, or ſome certzin kind of 
conneCtion eſtabliſhed between. the church of God and the 
civil powers under this new diſpenſation, by him who had all 
power in heaven and earih given unto him by the Father, 
and who inſtructed his Apoſtles in the things concerning his 
kingdom, and anthoriſed them to teach the world all things 
whatſoever he commanded them, we are no way ſafe to al- 
low of ſuch a connection. To pray for Kings and for all that 
are in authority; to be in ſubjection to the powers that are, 
yield all homage, all ſervice, as good ſubjects to them, in as 
far as the members of a Chriſtian church can do ſo, with a 
good conſcience toward God, is moſt undoubtedly their duty: 
and to protect them, they behaving themſelves as dutiful ſub- 
j. ts, in the enjoyment of their natural, civil, and religions 
rights, is undoubtedly his. But with them, conſidered as 
members of a church of Chriſt, the civil magiſtrate, conſider- 
ed as {och, ſeems to have no farther connection. 

IV. in the ſame chapter xxiii. ſet. 3. it follows after the 
above, © For the better effecting whereof, he (viz. the civil 
© magiſtrate) kath'power to call {ynuds, to be preſent at them, 
© and to provide that whatſoever is tranſacted in them be ac- 
6 corcivg to the, mind of God.“ This is giviog him power 
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ia God's church with a witneſs, Here he is conſtitute judge 
with the ſword in his hand, not only of what is the true and 
pure worſhip of God, of the proper diicipline, and as to how 
all ordinances ought to be ſettled adminiſtered and obſerved, 
and to ſuppreſs what he counts hereſy, as in the former part 
of the ſection; but he is conſtitute judge of truth and error, 
of what is, and is not agreeable to the mind of God. This, in 
our view, is giving him a very exorbitant and unwarrantable 
power. What is brought in ſupport of it, at the ſame time, 
from the New Teſtament, is very weak, being only Matth. ii. 
4+ 5. Herod gathered together all the chief prieſts and ſcribes 
of the people, and demanded of them where Chriſt ſhould be 
born. Can it be inferred from hence, that the civil magiſtrate, 
under the New Teſtament diſpenſation, hath a power to call 
ſynods, to be preſent at them, and provide, that whatever is 
tranſacted in them, is according to what he thinks the mind 
of God? This doctrine concerning the power of the civil 
magiſtrate, with refereace to the church. of Chriſt, appears to 
us unſcriptural, oppoſite to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and in- 
conſiſtent with the rights of conſcience. 
V. Confeſſion, chap. xxx. ſet, 1. © The Lord Jeſus, 
as King and Head of his church, hath therein appointed a 
„ government in the hand of church-officers.” ——1n ſo far 
as this, and the other ſections of this chapter, put the power 


of church cenſures and diſcipline in the hands of church · officers 


only, to the excluſion of all the church-members, it appears 
to us neither a truth of God, ner founded upon his word. 
Our reaſons for extending this power to the members in con- 
junction with the officers are contained, in the preceding re- 
preſentation, t 

VI. Confeſſion, chap. xxxi. ſect. 5. It belongeth to 
© ſynods and councils miniſterially- to determine controverſies 
* of faith and caſes of conſcience; to ſet down rules and di- 
rections for the better ordering the public worſhip of God, 
and government of his church ; ro receive complaints in 
*© caſes of mal-adminiſtration, and authoritatively to deter- 
© mine the ſame ; which decrees and determinations, if conſo- 
% nant to the word of God, are to be received with reverence 
and ſubmiſſion, not only for their agreement with the 
CV 37 "ny % word, 
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being an ordiuance of God appoint thereunto in his 


<« ' word.” —— That fyngds, or conncils of miniſters of 
Chriſt, may meet and conſuſt as to what pertains to the com- 
mon cauſe of truth and religion, is not denied; but that they 
have a power by themſelves” to determine, as above in this 
ſection, controverſies of faith, caſes of conſtience, &c. we 
cannot ſee authoriſed by the word of God. We are thorongh+ 
ly convinced, that the ſcriptures brought in proof of the a- 
bove ſection, prove the contrary, when the whole text is quo- 
ted, Acts xv. ; Acts xvi. ; Match. xviii. 17. ; and we cannot 
fee ch conrt of any kind tn all the New, Tullmeat ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of that word. | 2 
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Beſides what is contained in theſe ſections of the Confeſſion 
& Faith, which we have objected unto, as not founded upon, 
and aprecable unto, the word of God, there are feveral o- 
ther expreſſions in that Confeſſion, with which we are not ful- 
2 fatisfied, as anthorifed by that word. But having already 
Fularged ſo ns we _ forbeagy mentioning aan. ö 
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